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‘Closed* road agreement signed 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Jordan, Iraq, and Egypt Tuesday signed an 
agreement to »e«hfi^ a '‘ do sed 1 * fanrf Hut to transport passengers 
between Baghdad and Cairo. Tlie agreement provides for using one rehide 
for an average of a single trip between Baghdad and Cairo in both 
directions along tbe ttoe via the pons of Aqaba and Nwebe* using the Arab 
Maritime Bridge Company which is owned by tbe three countries. Tbe 
number of rebides and trips can be increased after tbe approval of Ibe 
transporuminisiers of Uw three signatory countries, the agreement says. 
The a g Fvrww t | ff i f 1 *** die concerned transport ra mpan t— in the three 
countries to technical, administrative, and Pf 1 *-*** 1 matters related 
to tbe implementation of tbe agreement. It also subjects the vehicles used on 
fhk Hne to the laws and regidatfcisis followed in tbe three countries. This 
Ihw, according to tbe agreement, wffl be operational 30 days after the 
transport ministers of tbe three countries endorse the agreement between 
the transport companies in tbe three coon t rie s as first party to tbe 
agreement and the Arab Maritime Bridge Company as a second party to 
the agreement 
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Sheikh Jaber receives 




KUWAIT (Agencies) — - The 
emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad A] Sabah, Tuesday re- 
roved a message from His Majes- 
ty King Hussein on Jordanian- 
Kuwaiti relations and the current 
situation in the Arab world. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, did not give details of die 
message, which/was delivered by. 
Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker, -who is accompanied by 
Deputy Prime Minister Marwan 
Al Qasem on a working visit to 
Kuwait. 

- Kuwait Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
attended tbe meeting. 

Later, Sharif Zaid held talks 
with Sheikh Sabah on -bilateral 
relations and means of boosting 
cooperation in various fields as 
well as topics of mutual concern 
to Jordan and Kuwait, Petra mid. 

A Jordanian offirial qnoted by 
the AP said in~ Amman that tbe 
premier was to discuss “with our 
Kuwaiti brethren Jordan’s econo* 
mic mid financial status.” 

Jordan ik seeking Arab aid to 
reschedule part of its $8 biflkra 
foreign debt - v-;- 

Kuwaitgave Jordan $80 nrilHr m 
— $40 milfipcm cash andthe rest 
in crude oil, since last April. 

In Amman, government offi- 
cials told Reuters this week Jor- 
dan was seeking two lands of aid 
over the next mar years while it 




implemented an economic reform 
programme agreed with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF). • 

One was direct grants and the 
other interest-free deposits. Jor- 
dan would place the deposits, 
winch it hoped would reach £500 
million to 51 billion, with banks 
and use tbe interest to boost its. 
foreign 

Saudi Arabia, . Kuwait, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates and - 
Oman have been singled out as 
Arab countries on which Jordan 
could pin high hopes m get regu- 
lar aid and form the deposit. 

Kuwait was one of several 
Arab countries that pledged to 
give Jordan SI .25 billion a year 
for 10 years. Bur the 1978 pact 
ended last year witji actual con- 
tributions faffing short. of that. 

Dinar .steady - 

The Jordanian currency re- 
mained firm against the dollar on 
the free market Tuesday, two 
days after foe Central Bank 
pumped in more than $25 million 
to help stabilise it, dealers said. 

- They said the dinar was trading 
at 818 fib to the dollar, un- 
changed since Sunday but up 
from Saturday’s widely quoted 
rate -of 880 fils. 

The Central .Bank fixed the 
official rate at- 583, unchanged 
from Saturday, 




HM King Hussein 


Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah 


Israeli army says 
infiltrator killed 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
Israeli army said Tnesday its 
forces had shot dead an assailan t 
who crossed foe demarcation line 
with Jordan and briefly held two 
hostages, including an Israeli sol- 
dier. 

In Amman, a military spokes- 
man said a Jordanian conscript 
Farced Ali Mustaphn, had gone 
missing Tuesday morning and 
was believed to have crossed into 
the Israeli-occupied territory 
from the south. 

“Mnstapha was absent from his 
observation post at foe southern 


status 


TUNIS (R) — Fateh, the main 
group in the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO), .elected. 
Yasser Arafat chairman of its 
Central Committee Tuesday, 
creating m new post to conform 
with his status' as president of the 
State of Palestine. 

A congress of more than I A(XJ 
Fateh members voted on the tide 
after an airtight session, the 
PLO news agency WAFA said. 

Arafat previously, chaired., 
meetings of foe Fateh lea d e rship 
as commander-in-chief of the 
movement's revolutionary forces. 

An Arafat aide said foe eon- 
mess had also created the post of 
Fateh commander-in-chief and 
Arafat was likely to £31 it. 

The congress, now in its sixth 
day, has also restructured. Fateh 
institutions and opened die door 
to feller pmticipatiou by Palesti- 
nians is the Israetf -occupied terri- 
tories. 

It backed a proposal that mem- 
bers from foe west . Bank and 
Gaza Strip could sit on all Fateh, 
committees and- councils, -which 
include a newly created pofitbnro 
of tip to U members. 

Membership of Fateh is illegal 
under Israeli law in the occupied 
territories and foe movement- " 
would not at first declare the 
names of those elected from in- 
side, Fateh officials said. 

The move reflected the import- 
ance Fateh attaches to the intifa- 
da in foe occupied territories, 
which acted as a springboard for 
tbe diplomatic offensive launched 
hwt year at a Palestine National 
Council (PNC) meeting in 
Algiers. ' 

The c o n gr ess endorsed the de- 
cisions of the Algiers meeting, 
winch proclaimed an independent 
Palestinian state which would live 
in peace alongside Israel. 

Fateh, in line with the poficy of 
the PLO Executive Committee, 
rejected Israeli Prime Afimster 
Yitzhak ShanniVplaix.forl'elec- 
tfons in foe West Bank and Gaza 
in their present form. - 

“Any elections... most take 
place in * free and democratic - 
atmosphere, after the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces and the elections 
most be part of an integral prot - 
ramme for a final settlement, 
the congress rtsdation stid. 

On military operati ons, an i 
emotive issue in the movement, ; 
foe congress voted to. "con tinue ■ 
to intensify and escalate military 
action and aft forms of struggle to 
eliminate -the Zionist Israeli 
occupation of our occupied i 
Palestinian land.”. 1 




Paiesthrfani leader Yasser Arafat hoists a present of flowers he received 
ou the occariMLef Iris 69th birthday which coincided with the Fateh 
congress m Tunis 


Fateh has in fact suspended 
raids on Israeli targets since the 
Algiers meeting last November - 
and Arafat aides say tbe lead- 
ership does not intend to resume 
them. 

The resolutions (seepage 2) did 
not> mention Arafat's renuncia- 
tion of terrorism, his recognition 
of Israel's right to exist or his 
view that foe Palestine national 
Charter, which advocates dis- 
mantling foe state of Israel, has 
been overtaken by events. 

The movement, winch has not 
met- at this level since 1980, 
approved for the first time con- 
tacts with some Israelis. 

■ It said the contacts could be 
with “Israeli democratic -forces 
which reject the occupation, sup- 
port the inalienable national 
rig hts of- our people... .and recog- 
nise the PLO as sole legitimate 
r epresentative of the .Palestinian _ 


people." 

In practice Arafat has autho- 
rised contacts with a much wider 
botfy of Israeli opinion and is 
likely to continue doing so. 

The congress called on the Un- 
ited States, which opened a dia- 
logue with the PLO last Decem- 
ber, to recognise the Palestinian 
right to self-determination and an 
independent state, cut bade its 
support for Israel, agree to an 
international Middle East peace 
conference and repeal all laws 
hostile to the PLO. 

■ : Tbe congress is already running 
-one. chty late and delegates said it 
might have to continue into 
Wednesday. . 

It has not yet stalled elections 
for foe. Central Committee and 
the 106-member Revolutionary 
Council, which acts as a smaller 
version of the congress and meets 
more regularly. 


USSR agree ta resume grain talks 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hie United States and the Soviet 
Union have agreed to resume efforts in December to negotiate a 
.new l ong -term grain .agreement, agriculture and trade officials 
have announced. "A new tong^tenn agreement wffl help stabilise 
- our trading’ relationship and hopefully serve as a mechanism -for 
additional sales, “Agriarfinre Secretary Clayton K. Yeutter said 
’ hi remarks priqjaredFfor delivery to a meeting of foe U.S.peed 
Grabs ConnriL m Chicago. Negotiators were unsuccessful last 
year in attempting ta fashion a new agreement and foe five-year 
measure that had been scheduled to end Sept. 30 was attended 
•until Dec. '31, 1990. : Resumed efforts to to reach an agreement 
had been expected. ' Under foe current agreement, foe Soviet 
UnKHi-has agreed to buy at least 4 million metric tonnes each of 
U.S. wheat corn annually and make additional purchases 
totaHmg_aL least 1 mflfion metoc tonnes of wheat, com, soybeans 
or spybean meaj or any combination of those commodities. - 


region this morning and after 
search operations, it was found 
that the conscript was missing,”' 
tbe unidentified spokesman said. 

' “We believe that he crossed 
foe ceasefire fine into the Israeh- 
occupied territories,” he said. 

The Israeli army said foe attack 
occurred at 11:30 a.m. (0830 
GMT), when the infiltrator 
opened fire near a collective 
form, 20 kilometres north of Eilat 
and less than one kilometre- from 
foe ceasefire line. 

The soldier wounded an Amer- 
ican volunteer at tbe farm. 


Jordan 
receives 
$70m 
Arab aid 

By Rana Sabbagfa 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan received 
$40 mBfion in aid from the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and another $30 mflfion from 
Dubai, a senior Jordanian offi- 
cial said Tnesday. 

He said the aid from Abu 
Dhabi was received Monday, 
several weeks after Prime 
Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shak- 
er visited the UAE, and from 
Dubai ftree weeks ago but gave 
no ftirtber detafls. 

Tbe UAE was among several 
Arab countries who pledged to 
give Jordan $1,125 bflfion a year 
for ten years. The 10-year pact 
ended in 1988 and actual dona- 
tions fell short of that. 

Jordan won an agree m e nt 
from the Paris Club of mqjor 
nation creditors to reschedule 
part of its $8 million foreign 
debt in July and talks wiD soon 
start with the London Club of 
hanks of resebeduting its debt. 

Sharif Zaid is now visiting 
Kuwait to discuss possible 
gBkhmw or participation in 
Amman's financial plans. 



Iraq calls on Iran 
to sign peace pact 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein Tues- 
day called on Iran to sign a formal 
peace agreement a year after a 
U.N. brokered ceasefire stilled 
foe guns in their eight-year Gulf 
war. 

“The ceasefire alone is not foe 
sole fortress for peace...,” he said 
in a nationwide radio and televi- 
sion broadcast to mark the 
announcement by U.N. Secret- 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar of the ceasefire agree- 
ment Aug. 8, 1988. 

“Only comprehensive, com- 
plete and dear peace agreement, 
comprising all legitimate rights 
and duties (of both states) is what 
we strive to achieve,” he added. 

The speech, read on Hussein's 
behalf, said: “Our desire for 
peace was confirmed through all 
our intentions over foe past nine 
years, but Iran’s rulers, in their 
(feeds and probably intentions as 
well, (are) far away from peace.” 

Tuesday was an official holiday 
for Iraqis. On Mot day night, 
thousands of people poured into 
a central Baghdad park for a 
firework display and traditional 
singing and dancing in an 
anniversary celebration. 

Crowds of teenagers, some 
wearing traditional Arab robes, 
waved flags and portraits of Hus- 
sein labelled "foe maker of peace 
and victoiy.” 

“The activities of foe Iranian 
officials during tbe year that fol- 
lowed the ceasefire make Iraq 
more insistent on a peace consoli- 
dated into a comprehensive peace 


Aquino appoints new planning chief 

MANILA (R) — President Corazon Aquino said Tnesday she 
had appointed banker Jesus Estaniidao as the Philippines' new 
economic planning secretary. He replaces Solita Monsod, who 
resigned last June over economic policy differences. He will be 
concurrent director-general of the National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority. Estanislao, whose appointment must be 
confirmed by the commission ou appointments, is chairman of the 
state-owned Development Bank of the Philippines. 


Tension hits new 
height in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP) — Occasional 
sniper fire crackled across 
Beirut's dividing green line Tues- 
day amid reports that army com- 
mander Michel Aoun and rival 
Syrian-backed militiamen were 
preparing for fierce battles. 

People streamed out . of foe 
bomb-ravaged dty during foe lull' 
in foe five-month confrontation 
to avoid what Nabil Masri, a bank 
employee, called “the worst, 
which is yet to come.” 

“There is talk all over Lebanon 
that they are preparing for either 
a long confrontation or a final 
battle. We don't want to be here, 
In either cases,” Masri said. 

Masri, interviewed in west 
Beirut, said he was rrflcin g his wife 
and three children to settle in a 
rented apartment in Sidon, 40 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

“No matter what, the children 
will have to get their education 
when the next school year begins 
in October, and schools won’t 
resume teaching in Beirut if foe 
confrontation continues,” he 
added. 

Masri, 42, said he would regis- 
ter his two daughters and sou 
with a school in Sidon but he 
would “have to drive to Beirut 
every day, that is if the bank stays 
open.” 

Five months of savage artillery 
duels between Aoun's 20.000 
troops and Syria's 40,000 soldiers 
backing Lebanese militiamen 
have killed 549 people and 


wounded 1,322. 

All but 200,000 of Beirut's 1.5 
million residents have fled to 
safer areas in South Lebanon, the 
eastern Bekaa Valley or the 
northeastern mountain resorts. 

A police spokesman, who can- 
not be named in line with regula- 
tions, said no casualties were 
reported along the confrontation 
lines in Beirut and the nearby 
mountains, but that tension was 
high. 

The independent daily news- 
paper Al Nahar said Syria has 
“decided to fight a war of attri- 
tion in Lebanon to achieve its 
aims of taming the (tightest) 
camp.” 

The paper said Syrian officials 
have informed their allies that 
Damascus “will not accept any 
dialogue with Gen. Aoun under 
any circumstances.” 

Aoun, 54, has declared a “war 
of liberation” to drive Syrian 
forces out of territories they "have 
policed since 1976. 

Al Nahar said Syrian troops 
might try to “storm through” the 
800-squ are-kilometre enclave 
northeast of foe capital in order 
to topple Aoun. 

* Sources at Waiid Junblatt's 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) 
militia, Syria's main ally, said 
Aoun forces could try to break 
into Syrian, policed territory. 

One ranking PSP source, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Aoun bad “massed 


tank s and troops for an operation 
across the traditional frontline.” 

Political deadlock was reached 
more than a week ago after a 
three-member Arab League com- 
mittee said a two-month Lebanon 
mediation effort resulted in an 
“impasse.” 

The foreign ministers of 
Morocco. Saudi Arabia and 
Algeria said they would report 
back to their leaders to determine 
whether they should try to reacti- 
vate the mission. 

King Hasson II of Morocco, 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and 
Algerian President Chadli Bend- 
jedid were asked May 26 at an 
Arab summit to work out a peace 
settlement for Lebanon by 
November. 

The French-language daily 
L'Orient le Jour described foe 
situation in Lebanon without the 
committee as “like a car without 
brakes.” 

LI.S. Ambassador to Lebanon 
John McCarthy, talking to repor- 
ters after a 45-minute meeting 
with Aoun. said the Bush admi- 
nistration has urged the three 
Arab leaders to pursue their 
efforts on Lebanon. 

McCarthy said foe committee 
“has suggested a course of action 
(to solve foe crisis) and has iden- 
tified the principle obstacle to 
that course of action, all of winch 
we found very encouraging.” He 
did not elaborate on the remark. 


treaty,” ' Hussein said in his 
speech. 

He warned Iran against making 
miscalculations. Failure to sign a 
peace agreement would expose 
all states In the region -to the 
worst probabilities, be said. 

The Iraqi president called for 
an immediate settlement of foe 
prisoner of war (PoW) problem. 
The fate of over 100,000 Iraqi and 
Iranian PoWs is yet to be re- 
solved. 

“He who desires genome peace 
must settle foe problem of PoWs 
between tbe two countries 
according to Geneva conven- 
tions, which solves foe fate of all 
PoWs in the world.” 

Both countries have exchanged 
more than 1,000 sick and disabled 
PoWs under foe sponsorship of 
the International Red Cross over 
foe past two years. 

But repatriation stopped when 
both sides charged each other 
with violating foe terms of the 
prisoner swap. 

Hussein said that since the 
ceasefire Iraq had abolished a full 
army corps and discharged more 
than 200,000 conscripts. 

“We have released 203,211 sol- 
diers from foe armed forces dur- 
ing the period from October 18, 
1988 to June 30, 1989,” he said. 

“A decision was taken to 
freeze the (700,000 para-military) 
popular army as from June 17 and 
until further notice.” - 

Iraqi victories prior to the sign- 
ing of foe ceasefire began in April 
last year when its army ended. 


Hizbollah rejects trading 
Israeli soldiers for Obeid 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Shi’ite 
leaders again rejected talks Tues- 
day on trading three Israeli ser- 
vicemen and the Western hos- 
tages for a kidnapped Muslim 
deric, while Lebanese press re- 
ports said Syria may negotiate on 
Iran's behalf in the hostage crisis. 

In Iran, foe English-language 
Tehran Times said Tuesday that 
Iran would be willing to use its 
influence in foe hostage crisis if 
the United States agreed to re- 
lease long-frozen Iranian assets in 
American banks. 

“There shall be no contacts and 
no negotiations as long as Sheikh 
Abdul Karim Obeid remains in 
captivity,” said Sheikh Sobbi 
Tafaih, a senior Hizbollah leader 
in a statement distributed in 
Beirut. 

“This is the party’s unshake- 
able conviction and this is what 
we shall do,” Tofaili said, adding: 
“Hizbollah is not concerned with 
the question of the hostages or 
the negotiations revolving around 
it.” 

Israeli commandos kidnapped 
Obeid, 33, a Hizboilah-affiliated 
cleric, from his home in South 
Lebanon July 28 and flew him to 
Israel, touching off the current 
crisis. 

Israel has offered to trade 
Obeid and Lebanese prisoners it 
holds, estimated around 400, for 
three Israeli soldiers and the 16 
Western hostages held in 
Lebanon. 

But Hizbollah has insisted on 
Obeid’ s unconditional release. 
The party, believed foe umbrella 
group for hostage-holders, is 
Iran’s twain ally in Lebanon. 

Hizbollah’s spiritual guide. 
Sheikh Mohammad Hussein Fad- 
lallah, said in a separate state- 
ment published by several Beirut 
newspapers Tuesday that Obeid’s 


abduction left “foe region poised 
on a powder keg." 

“That act of piracy led to foe 
killing of American officer Hig- 
gins," said Fadlallah, referring to 
the announcement by the under- 
ground Organisation of the 
Oppressed on Earth that it 
hanged William Higgins to 
avenge Obeid's abduction. 

Fadlallah said Israel's refusal lo 
free Obeid and movements or U.S. 
warships in the Eastern Mediterra- 
nean after Higgins' death reminded 
him of tensions that preceded Israel’s 
1982 invasion of Lebanon. 

“I do not rule out the possibility of 
a large-scale military operation by 
Israel to get itself off the hook in this 
crisis which it created," Fadlallah 
said. 

But tbe independent newspaper Al 
Nahar said Tuesday there were in- 
dications that Syria and Iran would 
“coordinate ami intensify efforts to 
resolve the hostage issue and defuse 
the crisis.” 

"This is expected to take its final 
shape when Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayatj arrives in Syria 
soon for talks with President Hafez 
Al Assad’s government." Al Nahar 
said in a report from its Damascus 
correspondent. 

Al Nida, the organ of tbe pro- 
Moscow Lebanese Communist Party 
quoted unnamed travellers hum the 
Syrian capital as saying the govern- 
ment "may have been authorised by 
Iran and Hizbollah to negotiate the 
release of the Western hostages.” It 
did not elaborate. 

In other developments: 

— U.N. envoy Marrack Goukhng 
told Israel Tuesday it should free 
Obeid. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin rejected the rail from the U.N. 
under-secretary general, who has also 
visited Lebanon and Syria on his 
mission to free the hostages. 

Asked if be had urged Rabin to 
free Obeid, Goukhng replied: “I have 
indeed.” 

He later told reporters after meet- 
ing Deputy Foreign Minister Ben- 


jamin Netanyahu: “The Israeli opera- 
tion to kidnap Obeid did not bdp. 1 
don't believe Israel broke the dead- 
lode.” 

Rabin told reporters: “I beg to 
differ with this assumption.” 

Goulding declined comment when 
asked if be had relayed a message 
from Sheikh Fadlallah in Beirut. 

— Britain’s ambassador to Lebanon 
said that most Western hostages then: 
may have been moved to the Bekaa 

' Valley, a stronghold of HnboBah. 

“The last information we had was 
that the majority of them bad been 
taken to the Bekaa where there is 
much less shelling than there is m 
west Beirut or the southern suburbs,” 
Ambassador John Altai) Ramsay told 
Independent Television News. 

Interviewed from Beirut, Ramsay 
said he had reason to believe that the 
hostages, who indude four Britons, 
were likely to have been taken out of 
harm's way “given their value to then- 
captors” because of heavy shelling in 
the Lebanese capital. 

— Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) said Monday its experts believe 
tbe body hanging from a tope in a 
videotape released last week by kid- 
nappers was likely that of Hqggjns. 
But the FBI offered no judgment 
about the time of death or the cause. 

White House spokesman Marlin 
Fhzwater said President George Bush 
telephoned Higgins' wife, Robin, to 
offer support. 

“The president said the U.S. gov- 
ernment wili continue to do all it can 
to obtain a full accounting of what 
happened to her husband,” Fitzwater 
said. 

"Although a positive identification 
could not be made, numerous observ- 
able characteristics were noted in- 
dicating that the person depicted in 
the videotape is Higgins.” the FBI 
said. ‘This judgment was made by 
forensic experts and pathologists.” 

The FBI would not comment on 
whether it was able to determine the 
time and location of Higgins' death. 
But a law enforcement source, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, said 
FBI experts were unable to determine 
the time of death. 


Columbia in space on super - secret mission 


CAPE CANAVERAL (Agen- * 
des) — Columbia, tbe United 
States’ oldest shuttle, returned 
to space for foe first time in 316 
years Tnesday, rocketing into 
orbit with five mflitaiy astro-' 
naots on a secret mission to 
send a spy satellite aloft. 

The 125-ton winged 
spaceship Mazed away from its 
seaside launch pad at 8:37 a.m. 
{1237 GMT) after a mostly 
black ed-out countdown and 
darted northeastward. Tbe ex- 
act launch time was not made 
public until cine mftmtes be- 
fore liftoff, when the Defence 
Department lifted the blackout 

“We’re tracking it right down 
-the middle of foe pure,” the 


flight guidance officer said ab- 
out four minutes into foe flight. 

Nearly nine minutes after lif- 
toff, the U.S. space agency 
announced that Columbia was 
in orbit more than 160 
kilometres above tbe Earth, 
streaking along at more than 
28,000 kilometres an hour. 

“We have a completely clean 
and smooth ascent from mis- 
sion controL Columbia is very 
dean,” a National Aeronantics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) spokesman said at the 
mission control centre in 
Houston. 

Due to the strict secrecy of 
the Defence Department mis- 
sion, Space Agency officials 


were prohibited from revealing 
details of foe flight, even those 
as small as what the five astro- 
nauts would be eating. 

It was believed the launch 
was delayed for more than half 
an hour while miss ion directors 
waited for a light mist to burn 
off and increase visibility at foe 
shuttle's emergency landing site 
at the Kennedy Space Centre. 

Columbia’s two powerful 
sohd-fuel booster rockets — 
whose failure caused foe 1986 
Challenger disaster — sepa- 
rated from flie shuttle on sche- 
dule two minutes and nine 
seconds after launch. 

The spaceplane, foe first ever 
to fly in space more than once. 


reached orbit aboat six minutes 
later. 

Columbia, making its 
seventh space flight and first 
since 1986, carried a crew of 
five military officers led by mis- 
sion commander air force Col- 
onel Brewster Shaw, 42. 

Because the flight is secret 
military mission Nasa and De- 
fence Department spokesmen 
would not reveal the length of 
foe mission and the payload. 

While the Pentagon main - 
tained a stony silence, private 
technology experts said Col- 
umbia's secret payload was a 
spy satellite. * 

Some said Columbia was car- 
rying an advanced photo satel- 


lite code-named strategic re- 
sponse satellite (SRS), which is 
said to be able to snap pictures 
from orbit of images as small as 
a newspaper headline. 

The SRS is foe latest in the 
so-called “Keyhole Series” 
essentially an improved version 
of foe KH-11, known as foe 
workhorse of tbe Pentagon's 
spy satellite programme. 

Other private sources said 
the cargo could be a $ 500- 
million radar satellite code- 
named Lacrosse. It is said to be 
so powerful it can detect under- 
ground facilities. 

These industry sources say 
one Lacrosse satellite was laun- 
ched last year. 
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dopts broad 
political strategy 


TUNIS (R) — Following are ex- 
tracts from tbe political program- 
me adopted by the general con- 
gress of Fateb in Tunis ( unofficial 
Reuter translation from the offi- 
cial Arabic text): 

‘“The congress... defines its fu- 
ture goals as follows: 

On the Palestinian front: 

1. The question of Palestine is 
the core of the Arab-Zionist 
struggle. 

2. Decisive commitment to the 
inalienable national rights of our 
Palestinian Arab people in its 
homeland Palestine, including its 
right to return, to determine its 
fate without outside interference 
and to set up its independent 
state with Jerusalem as its capital. 

3. Affirmation of the unity of 
the Palestinian Arab people in- 
side ar.d outside Palestine and 
that the PLO brings them 
together as the leader of their 
struggle and their sole legitimate 
representative. 

4. The Congress... affirms the 
historic importance cf the deci- 
sions of the 19th session of the 
Palestine National Council (in 
Algiers in November 198S), espe- 
cially the proclamation of inde- 
pendence, and... gives the Cen- 
tral Committee of the movement 
a mandate to work or. ail levels to 
put these decisions into practice. 

5. Continuing to intensify and 
escalate untied action and all 
forms of struggle to eliminate the 
Zionist Israeli occupation of our 
occupied Palestinian land and en- 
sure the right of our people to 
freedom and independence. 

6. ... Escalation of the popular 
uprising which aims to end the 
Zionist Israeli occupation. 

7. Rejection of and resistance 
to the autonomy plan and other • 
plans designed to legitimise tbe 
Zionist settler occupation. 

8. The Fateh congress rejects 
the Shamir plan for elections and 
affirms that any elections inside 
our occupied land must take 
place in a free and democratic 
atmosphere under international 
supervision after the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces and that the 
elections must be part of an integ- 
ral programme for a final settle- 
ment. 

10.... Affirms the right of the 
PLO to take part independently 
and on an equal footing with 


other parties in all conferences 
and international efforts on the 
question of Palestine and the 

Arab- Zionist conflict. 

12. To continue dialogue with 
Israeli democratic forces which 
rejects the occupation and sup- 
port the inalienable national 
rights of our people.... and recog- 
nise the PLO. 


On tbe Arab front: 


2. Call on the Arab states to 
adhere and carry out all (Arab 
summit) resolutions and especial- 
ly to fulfil the financial obliga- 
tions they assumed. 

4. To respect the right of the 
Palestinian revolution to perform 
its tasks across any Arab land. 

6. Call on the Arab states, and 
especially the confrontation 
states, to unite their forces and 
mobilise their masses to confront 
Israeli aggression. 


-On the international front: 


1. Commitment to an effective 
international conference with full 
powers for peace in tbe middle 
east, to convene on the basis of 
international legitimacy under 
the supervision and auspices of 
the United Nations and with tbe 
participation of the five perma- 
nent member states of the Secur- 
ity Council and tbe parties con- 
cerned, including the PLO on an 
equal footing and with the same 
rights as the other parties. 

2. The congress affirms... the 
right of all oppressed peoples 
under occupation to use all forms 
of struggle for their liberation and 
national independence. 

3. The congress rails on the 
United States to recognise the 
right of the Palestinian people to 
determine its fate and set up its 
independent state, to abandon its 
policy of bias in favour of Israel, 
stop the unlimited support which 
it gives to it... The congress calls 
on the United States to agree to 
convene the international Middle 
East peace conference as soon as 
possible ... The congress similarly 
asks the United States to repeal 
all the laws and legislation hostile 
to tbe PLO which the U.S. Con- 
gress has passed so its dialogue 
with us can reach positive results. 


Iranian leaders deeply 
divided over U.S. policy 


NICOSIA iR) — Iran's leaders 
were deeply divided over rela- 
tions with the United States Mon- 
day, with radical Interior Minis- 
ter Aii Afcbar Mohtashemi calling 
for an anti-American offensive. 

in an emotional appeal from 
the grave of revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah RuhoUab Khomeini, 
Mohiasherci took a far tougher line 
towards Washington than the 
new president, Ali Akbar Hasbe- 
mi RafsanjanL 

Declaring that thousands of 
Shi ite Muslims were ready to die 
to bring down the superpowers, 
he said a softening of Khomeini's 
anti- American crusade would 
lead to Iran's enslavement. 

•'The imam (Khomeini) always 
attacked. He always had an 
offensive posture towards the 
United States." Mohtashemi 
said. His speech. Sunday night, 
was broadcast on Tehran Radio 
late Monday. 

He did not mention Rafcan- 
jani's offer last Friday, welcomed 
by Washington, to cooperate with 
the Lhtited States to resolve the 
Lebanese crisis and free hostages 
held there. 

Mohtashemi, 43. who lost 
three fingers when a parcel bomb 
exploded in his hands in 1984. is 
widely admired among Shi'itc 
groups holding U.S. hostages in 
Lebanon. 

He said Shi’itcs should be 
ready to shed rfceir blood against 


the United States. 

“Around the world, there are 
numerous Hizbollah (Patty of 
God) cells, created by the holy 
breath of imam, which cry the 
death of tbe superpowers and 
world arrogance," he said. 

His speech was the strongest 
indication since Rafsanjani was 
elected Iran’s president last 
month of the depth of anti-Amer- 
ican feeling among some key fi- 
gures in Tehran. 

Iranian analysts in the Gulf say 
Rafsanjani may purge Mohtashe- 
mi when he names a new cabinet 
this month. Sources dose to par- 
liamentarians in Tehran said 
there were stormy meetings last 
weekend over the cabinet's com- 
position. 

Mohtashemi, a former ambas- 
sador in Damascus, stood out 
among Iranian leaders last week 
by calling for harsh repris- 
als for Israel's kidnapping of 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid, a 
leader of the pro-Iranian HizboL 
iah movement in South Lebanon. 

Hizbollah is believed to be be- 
hind the Kidnapping of most of tbe 
17 Western hostages believed 
held in Lebanon. Both Iran and 
Hizbollah deny any role in hos- 
tage-taking. 

A clandestine group said it 
hanged an American hostage. 
Marine Colonel William Higgins, 
to avenge the kidnapping of 
Obeid. 


Hekmatyar 

criticises 
Iran over 
Soviet ties 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A radical 
Afghan rebel group denounced 
Iran Tuesday for its rapproche- 
ment with the Soviet Union, 
saying Tehran was now opposing 
Islamic revolution in Afgha- 
nistan. 

A statement from Gulbuddin 
Hefcmatyar’s Hezb-i- Island party 
said it was surprised and dis- 
mayed by the new position taken 
by Iran, a rebel supporter 
throughout the 11-year-old civil 
war. 

“We expected that Muslim 
countries would not extend tbe 
hand of friendship to those who 
are the murderers of about l.S 
million Afghans. 

“It is sad that a government 
that clai ms to be the Islamic 
revolutionary government is 
ang Islamic revolution in 
tanistan," said the statement, 
issued in Pakistan. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze said Mon- 
day that Iran had now adopted a 
‘•wholly positive attitude" to the 
Afghan conflict and praised its 
“realism.” 

He visited Tehran last week for 
talks with Iran’s new president, 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
Afterwards both men noted their 
positions on Afghanistan had 
grown closer. 

Mujahedeen guerrillas operate 
mainly out of Pakistan, whose 
government has given them poli- 
tical support and freedom of 
movement and funnelled West- 
ern and other arms to them. 

Some groups, such as Hezb-i- 
Islami’s biggest rival, Jantiat-i- 
Islami, have also had bases and 
supply routes through Iran and 
have tried hard to remain on 
good terms with Tehran. 

The seven Pakistan-based par- 
ties are all Sunni Muslim. Iran 
has concentrated its support on 
fellow Shi’ite Muslims from cen- 
tral Afghanistan, a minority 
which ha$ kept aloof from the 
rebel government-in-exile in 

Pakistan 

Hezb-i-Islami, a tightly-disci- 
plined party seeking to install its 
own brand of modern Islamic 


society, has long bad difficulties 
(ithTc 


with Tehran. The Iranian govern- 
ment dosed its offices there six 
years ago. 

Hezb-i-Islami said ban had 
supported a ceasefire without any 
change in the political situation, 
instead of demanding that Mos- 
cow halt arms supplies to Presi- 
dent Najibuilah’s government. 

"This is really disheartening for 
the Mujahedeen,” it said. 

It added that it hoped Iran 
would review its Afghan policy 
and either stop befriending the 
Soviet Union or make this 
friendship dependent on an end 
to what it called Soviet interfer- 
ence in Af ghanistan 

Rocket barrage 

An intense rebel rocket bar- 
rage hit Kabul Monday, killing 
at least eight people and plunging 
the dty in to a state of fear. 

More than 40 surface-to-sur- 
face missieb cut a swath across 
the capital, setting fire to a veget- 
able market and the dty’s only 
luxury hotel, and hitting homes 
and streets where children were 
playing. One rocket Landed in die 
Soviet embassy compound, 
damag ing some buildings, the 
official Soviet news agency TASS 
reported from Moscow. It said 
nothing about casualties. 

The Afghan news agency 
Bakhtar said 37 rockets killed 
eight people and injured 19, and 
missiles were still falling after the 
agency report. Hospitals said 10 
people were killed and at least 25 
wounded, including a 10-year-old 
boy who lost both kgs and a 
sx-month-old boy whose chest 
was crushed. 



THEOLOGIAN ON TRIAL: SheEkh Omar 
Abdul Rahman, a blind Egyptian theologian who 


west on trial on subversion char ges in Cairo 
eariteftfSwetfc tools art of Mr oaiqt room 


Bashir assures U.S. of 
desire to end civil war 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudanese military leader General 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir has 
assured the United States that his 
government was keen to find a 
comprehensive settlement to the 
six-year civil war in the south. 

State television said Bashir also 
explained to visiting U.S. Assis- 
tant Secretary of State Herman 
Cohen Monday why he led the 
June 30 coup that toppled Prime 
Minister Sadeq A! Mahdi’s three- 
year civilian government. 

“A democracy that does not 
feed the people does not deserve 
to exist,” Bashir was quoted as 
telling Cohen , whose visit was the 
first high-level contact between 
Khartoum and Washington since 
the coup. 

Speaking to reporters after 
their meeting, Bashir said Cohen 
told him that it was evident to the 
U.S. government that Mahdi had 
been unable to solve the coun- 
try's problems. 

The Sudanese leader also 
quoted Cohen as saying Mahdi’s 
government had used food as a 
weapon in the war against the 
southern rebels of the Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army (SPLA). 

State television quoted Bashir 
as saying his government would 
use dialogue as the sole means to 
end tbe war in tbe south against 


the SPLA, fighting to end what it 
sees as domination of tbe area by 
foe north. 

Since seizing power Bashir has 
pledged to find a quick and last- 
ing peace in tbe south, but peace 
ruffe* with the SPLA which were 
due to start in Addis Ababa 
earlier this month were not held. 
Neither side gave a reason for the 
delay and no new date has been 
set. 


Cohen arrived Sunday and met 
Foreign Munster Ah Sahloul and 


Finance Minister Sayed Ali Zalri 
Monday as well as Bashir. 

The United States is among 
Sudan's major foreign economic 
supporters and the largest contri- 
butor to relief operations for the 
famine-hit south of the country. 

Sudan, however, has fallen into 
arrears on debt repayments to 
America, which in turn has li- 
mited its humanitarian aid. 


Trade unions' appeal 


Eight Sudanese trade unions 
have appealed to the new military 
government to lift a ban it im- 
posed on their activities when it 
came to power June 30. 

The trade unions made their 
appeal in a memorandum deli- 
vered to the government last 
week. A copy erf foe memoran- 


dum, dated July 31. was made 
available to foe AP Monday. 

The memorandum made it 
dear that foe trade unions reject 
the government ban and vowed 
not to accept any government 
plan for formation of new trade 
unions. 

“We reject foe dissolution of 
trade unions movements and 
mKtermming of their legitimacy 
brought about by democratic 
elections," the memorandum 
said. - ■ 

The appeal underlined “the 
strong commitment” of tbe trade 
unions to “the confidence of the 
people who elected us democrati- 
cally” 

“We call for lifting the guard 
from the headquarters of the 
trade unions and for allowing tbe 
trade unions to perform their 
activities and serve the interest of 
their members,” foe appeal said. 

It said repr e sentatives of the 
trade unions should supervise any 
future elections in foe country. 

Bashir has said that his govern- 
ment plans to work out a new law 
to reactivate the trade unions. He 
said the banned trade unions bad 
been politicised 
imes and that the new law 
Limit its activities to serving the 
interests of its membcit: ’ ' 


Heroin on the rise in Israel 


By Jim Ron 

Tbe Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — Israel's border 
with Lebanorm may be one of 
foe most highly guarded in the 
world, but heroin smugglers are 
succeeding where guerrillas 
usually fafl. 

Police on Monday netted 7 
kgs of heroin in the occupied 
Gaza Strip, a spokesman said. 

Last Thursday, a record he- 
roin bust of 21 kgs was made 
throughout foe country in a 
19-hour operation, deputy in- 
spector Sandor Mazor of the. 
criminal investigation depart- 
ment said. 

“Unless an overall, massive 
effort is made, we will ultimate- 
ly be facing a drug-abuse prob- 
lem as bad as that of the United 
States and Europe,” warned 
deputy inspector Rafi Peled, 
head of Israel’s criminal intelli- 
gence division. 

In foe last two years, resist- 
ance fighters have made 31 
attempts to penetrate Israel's 


appn 


northern belt. Only two have 
ay offi cials said. 


succeeded, army 

But Lebanese drag runners 
have managed to snuggle in- 
creasing amounts of heroin into 
the country through that same 
barrier. 

"It is hard to close tbe border 
to the heroin smugglers. A 
small amount is easy to hide, 
and is worth a' lot in Israel,” 
Peled said. 

He said the going street-price 


of a kilo of heroin in Israel is 
roximstely $75,000. 
ntfl 1978, drug usage in 
Israel was confined to the mil- 
der hashish, traditionally smug- 
gled from Lebanon, Peled said. 
But in 1982, Lebanese dealers 
began to produce heroin and 
Israeli drug dealers began to 
distribute it, he said. 

The contact was made easier 
after Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. Israel polled out foe 
bulk of its troops in 1985 but 
also carved out a “security 
belt’’ patrolled by its soldiers 
and allied Lebanese mili- 
tiamen. 

“Israel is in a bad geo-narco- 
tic situation. Heroin can be 
bought relatively cheaply on 
the Lebanese bonier. A dealer 
can buy a kilo for $8,000, while 
a European dealer must buy tbe 
same merchandise for op to 
$30,000,” Peled said. 

He said (hat the cheap price 
and relatively easy access have 
led to a situation where henna 
now represents 44 per cent of 
foe overall Israeli drug usage. 

The heroin smugglers use a 
variety of techniques to get tbe 
lucrative white powder across 
the state-of-the-art security 
fence. 

Mach of the smuggling is 
done by Lebanese whowork in 
Israel, or transport merchan- 
dise between Israel and its self- 
declared South Lebanon 
“security zone, ” police officials 


said. 

“Another way is to throw bags 
of heroin over tbe security 
fence to Israelis on the other 
side,” Peled said. 

He added that the Lebanese 
smugglers .have exece&ent con- 
tacts in the Israeli underworld. 

There are no accurate figures 
on the number of drug-users in 
Israel. But “the supply coining 
in from Lebanon has risen 
sharply in recent years, so foe 
demand must be rising as well,” 
Peled ^aid. 


Social workers working with 


disadvantaged youths report 
of their 


that 50-70 per cent 
charges have used drugs, while 
prison officials say that 80 per 
cent of foe prisoners use narco- 
tics, Peled said. 

Tarek Abdel Hai, mayor of 
Tun, said that drug use had 
increased by “500 percent” in 
his town. 

Some criminologists such as 
Yael Hassin of Hebrew Um- 
veraty dispute foe figures. 

“There are -5,000 drug 
addicts receiving treatment in 
Israel,” she said. “Other than 
that, there are no accurate fi- 
gures on drug, use," she 
claimed. 

Hassm said the publicity re- 
cently afforded the Israeli drag 
problem was an attempt to cre- 
ate “moral panic” by pdfititians 
looking for attention and police 
officials looking for bigger 
budgets. 


M1DDLEEAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Two U.N. soldiers die In S. Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Twd U.N.' pesc&eeptfft food Mond*y *Bd 
four were wwnded when an anno»mrf£«Mflhfo carrfcc they were 
patxoHmg is overturned, a U.N, official said. TLN. spokesman 
Timor Goted said the aeddemt occnsttd-a$ .foe sokfers, from a 
Nepalese battahan i n the peacekeeping force, were on patrol near 
their headqu arte r s in the westers- sedof -of EstseTs SCiWedarcd 
"security zone’* in South Lebanon. The four wounded soldiers 
were evacuated to a U.N. hospital in Naqowru, where they are 
reportedly in good condition. The 5.8Q0-man, nine-nation UJ4. 
Interim Force In Lebanon (UNiFIL) is headqtfartpftd id Naqonra. 
in South Lebanon. The. two deaths raised the number of 
peacekeepers .killed in Lebanon to 165. 


Iran allocates $28m for addict camps 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran has allocated $28 anffion ro finance a 
network of labour camps to hold drag addSctr, & senior official said 
Monday. Tehran Radio quoted Mokfrtar Kaianteri. deputy com- 
mander of Iran's anti-drug headquarters, &s saying 55,000 addicts 
would be detained in the camps at . any one timei The .radio said 
Sunday that 18,400 addicts had been rounded up since July 23 when 
addiction became an offence under a tough anti-narcotics law 
enacted in January, ban .has executed at feast 772 people d! drag 
charges this year. Judicial offidafr have pledged to continue the 
cracftdowiias tong as necessary to save foe country's estima te d one 
miiKm wMjfty . K«inr>fnp saidroads and borderposts were built 
along Iran’s eastern border with Afghanistan and Pakistan to block 
the Saw of narcotics mto the counlxy; But be said gaps of up to 20 
kilometres between border posts had to be filled by barbed wire, 
canals, minefields or additional oinposts. 


Cyprus to expel Lebanese as illegal aliens 


UMASSOL, Cyprus (R) — Eleven Lebanese who tried to flee 
from their ■war-torn country to Cyprus in a small boat are to be 
wwdlftd as illegal immigrants,, police said Monday. A police launch 
escorted the brat, which was discovered sailing without lights 
about a kilometre from the coast, to the port of Limassol after H 
fotw to contact the auforahfek. Three cd foe men identified 
themselves as crew. The others, who had clothes and fold currency 
with them, said they wanted to use Cyprus as a transit point in their 
flight. Police said tbe Lebanese, who had been in .custody since 
Sunday, would-probabiy be put back on their boat and expelled. 
Thousands of Lebanese have fled via Cyprus since fierce artillery 
battles began in nsd-Maxch* 


‘Asia’s tallest man,’ dies 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian actor described as tbe tallest man in 
Asia efied of a heart attack while shooting a scene in & marketplace 
in central Tehran, the Iranian news age nc y IRNA said Monday. 
Quoting Kayhan newspaper, the agency said Mahmoud Lotfl, 235 
.centimetres tail,- collapsed before -foe-cameras and died on the way 
to hospital. He was 64. Lotfi became famous for playing* half-wit 
butcher in a popular Iranian televirion serial in the late 2970s. He 
pdgfied 125 kg. Kayhan said a thyroid stand malfunction made 
‘ him foe tallest man in Asia. The 2989 Gumnefa Book of Records lists 
Mozambican GabrieLEstavao Mbnjanc, 45, as the world’s tallest 
tiring man at 245.7 centimetres, ft does not list a record-bolder for 
Asia. • . 


Iraq opens satellite station 


BAGHDAD (R) — Transport and Cosnmmications Minister 
Mohammad Haniza AI Zubddi Monday opened Iraq’s first 
satellite communications ground station. The Iraqi News Agency 
said the 4.7 million dinar ($15 ri&nkm) station could cany 38 
telephone channel*, 240 telegraphic channels and two television 
channels. Hamza said it will enable Iraq to bypass a Jordanian 
ground station and receive directly from Arabsat, the Arab 
telecommunications satellite launched in 1985. 


Cheney meets Egyptian counterpart 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. Defence Secretary Dick Chen 
met for the first time Monday with Egyptian Defence Minis * 
Yousef Sabxi Abu Taleb arid . said afterwards that they h 
established “a sound working relationship.” Cheney, who tot 
over the U.S. Defence Department earlier this spring, pledged 
[.meet regularly and work dosdy with his Bmptiah connterpai 
who was narped to bis post in April. The Defence Departure 

dnef added foat he intends to visit Egypt early next year. “I betie^ 
we’ve established a sound wwking relationship as well as a do 
personal friendship,” Cheney raid in remarks to reporters.- “It 
well known that Egypt has long been an influential voice 6 
moderation in the Middle East and an advocate for a just at 
lasting peace in the region. A nnKtaxfly strong, politically stab 
Egypt is critical to our efforts in the search farthis elurive peace. 
Cheney saforae main purpose of Abu Taleb’s visit to the Umtt 
States, tfaefirst since he was appointed defence mimrter, was mg 
a**! ™" 1 ” 5 " with key Bush administration officials. Abu Taleb sai 
the tallfrwere conducted “in a.spirit of cooperation and commi 
meat It has reassured me-that we are both dedicated tofceenir 
raze relationship strong and thriving.” 


Kuwait hangs Indian for kiffing 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait hanged an Indian Monday Jor killing 
tas dmw and a ticket collector in a dispute over a 150 fils fare 
foe Kuwait Times said. Francisco Aranjo, 37, while -on bus i 

FebIt £ iy Ir 1988 ’ P 8 * 1 two £ares but felt be had been cbeate 
over his change, tte newspaper said. He argued with foe ticke 
cotieoor whojumefaed Aranjo in the nose. After he and hkfrien 

r offi Aranjo went hack to the bus stop by himself and write 
Jke bus to retur n. He knifed the ticket collector and foes 
sraobed the bus driver when he tried to intervene. Aranjo, wh< 
pleaded gnilty to murder, was hanged in the central prison, tb 
newspaper said. ■ 1 
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Khayyat, W1C officials 
discuss aid for Palestine 


AMMAN (Petra, JT.) —Means 
of protecting holy places in Pales- 
tone and providing assistance to 
needy families in the occupied 
temtones were discussed here 
Tnesday by Minister <rf Awqaf 
ma Islamic AfbirsSheikh Abdul 
Al Eliayyatandmcmbers of 
Islamic Council 

(WTC). 

Oisosssion also covered laun- 
chrng investment and production 
projects bcneSdog these families, 
according to a statement 
Tuesday. 

. I t said that &e- minister stres- 
sed the need to provide asg fetanra . 


to toe oppressed people of toe 
.occupied Arab lauds for the sake 
erf. bolstering their steadfastness 
and foiling Zionist ^xjnspirades 
designed to obliterate Islanxk.cul- 
ture and evacuate Arab people 
from their homes. 

Khayyat also reviewed 
with the WIC members — - who 
have- just concluded a meeting in' 
Amm an — a number of charit- 
able' and Awqaf projects in the 
Kigndom to. be impleme n t ed 
through the Zakat Fond which is 
operated- by the ministry of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affair s 



Hospital in Karak 


KARAK (J.T.) — Work on the 
“rfrastructure of a new hospital 
for Karak, in southern Jordan, is. 
expected to be completed in toe' 
coming few months, after winch 
work on the first phase of a 
modern hospital will start. 
National . Medical. . Institution 
(NMI) Director General Daoud. 
Hanania announced here* 
Ttaesday. 

He said that the infrastructure 
is being laid by a local construct 
tion firm at the cost of JD 
500,000, but the hospital project 
itself will be set up by the Italian 
government at toe cost of $7 
million. 

Hanania made the statement at 
a ceremony for inaugurating toe 
new annex to toe existing hospital * 
m Karak which indnAtg outpa- 
tient clinks. Hanania inspected 
different parts of the' annex and 
was briefed on services to the 
public. 


He said that the NMI set up toe 
annex to cope with the increasing 
demand on medical services, and 
added that nearly 600 outpatients 
visit toe hospital cm a daily basis. 

Hanania said the auu e y 
includes five new dimes for va- 
rious specialisations including 
gynaecology and paediatrics. 

According to Hanania, the Ita- 
lian sponsored hospital will in- 
clude 100 beds in toe first stage 
and could later be expanded to 
have 200 beds, which together 
with toe present Karak Hospital, 
will be stdffirieot for the southern 
govemorate until toe year 2000.. 

After the inaugural ceremony, 
Hanania visited the old govern- 
ment hospital and inspected its 
sections. He met doctors and 
officials to learn about their views 
amd said that toe coming weeks 
wiD witness toe start of improve- 
ments in toe hospitaL 


ACC ministers agree 
to regulate labour 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The four 
member Aiab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries . have 
agreed on a set of measures to 
regulate the employment and 
transportation of workers within 
die ACC group and set up com- : 
mittees to un%^ laws governing 
labour related affairs. 

The . announcement was made 
by labour Minister Jamal Bdour 
upon his return here frbm Bagt ' 
dad where he took part in a 
meeting to discuss labour affairs 
concerning Jordan, Iraq, Egypt 


and North Yemen. 

Bdour noted that the meeting 
also riffah with the unification of 
laws an social security for work- 
ers, training labourers, vocational 
training programmes and toe 
establishment of a data bank for 
the Arab labour markets in the 
four ACC states. 

' The meeting was in harmony 
^wito n genera] strategy drawn up 
by toe heads of the four countries 
at their latest summit meeting in 
Alexandria,- the minister said. 



CULTURAL FESTIVAL: On the anniversary of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s accession to throne^ a public library project will be opened 
and a cultural festival will be held at the township of Eder in toe 
Karak Govemorate. The festival includes an exhibition of historical 
documents entitled “toe King, the Leader," a national book 
exhibition, a children's book exhibition, and studies related to 
children and their drawings. The festival also includes educational 
films. (Petra) 

CROWN PRINCE CONDOLES: His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Tuesday delegated the Irbid Govemorate police 
director to convey his condolences to AI Sharideh family on the death 
of former Parliament member Hamzeh Al Sharideh. Prime Minister 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker also delegated toe Irbid Govemorate police 
assistant director to oonvey his condolences- (Petra) 

MAJAU RECEIVES U.S. ENVOYS: Minister of Culture and 
Information Nasouh Al Majah Tuesday received U.S. Ambassador 
in Amman Roscoe Suddarth and the new Director of bLSj* 
Information Service, Johnathan Owens. (Petra) 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION: The First 
National Exhibition for Science and Technology was opened Tuesday 
at the Professional Association Complex. The exhibition includes a 
number of inventions and scientific achievements by Jordanian 
youths in addition to a collection of specialised scientific and 
technological books. The week-long exhibition is designed to 
acquaint the public with the creative capabilities of Jordanian youth. 

INCREASE IN POWER GENERATION: The electric power 
generated and consumed in Jordan during the first quarter of this 
year witnessed a respective increase of 7.7 per cent ami 9.1 per cent 
over the same period last year. (Petra) 

CENTRE TREATS 239 FOR SPEECH, HEARING: The Nation- 
al speech and Hearing. Centre in Amman presented specialised 
medical care to a total of 239 cases in July. These cases included 103 
raw in bearing and 136 cases in speech. (Petra) 

CONFERENCE ON CARDIAC DISEASE: Jordan will I trice pmt 
in an international conference on cardiac toseasa winch wfl! be held 
in Toronto. Canada on Sept. 4, according' to Dr. Z ak a n a Daoud 
from riie Jordan University Hospital. Daoud said that tlw nx-day 
conference will discuss two working, papers to be submitted by the 
University Of Jordan dealing with heart diseases and treatment, and 
the effects of smoking and other social habits On heart ailments. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

72m following listing s are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the Sated 
time And place with the anwexned mstitaikxqs. . 

EXHIBITIONS 

if a plastic arts exhfottion by the Student Affairs Deportment's 
patnffaig CSab of toe Yannouk University at the Housing Bank 
Art Gallery, ■ 

A An exh&ritiM of cartoon by toe bile Jordanian artist Rahah 
Sughayyar at tite Plastic Artiste Association, SaMha ti. 

A A photo exhibition entitled “Bcdotfa Today” by Japanese 
photographer Kqtf Safe at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


Ajloun area villages move towards developmeit 


Away from toe bubble and bubble of toe busy, fashionable, modem 
fife in the capital city, there are dozens of villages strewn around the 
Kingdom. For some of them electricity, radio and television are a 
novelty, for others it is a matter of water and basic amenities. While 
the authorities do know that there are problems, toe major task is to 
Identify them on a' case- by-case basis and seek solutions. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor has taken toe lead In identifying problems with 
first-hand information on these areas. SMtadr Phil it nr reports on 
a field visit toe Queen made to some villages in the north Tuesday. 


A An Arabic play eutitied (t Thtexuund Thffi M (Price <rf a Shadow) 
at the Royal Qdtand Centre — SdW p.m. 



TRAVELLING to Ajloun, north 
'of Amman, one is encountered 
with many tired faces, relentlessly 
beaten with the rough 'weather 
and hard living conditions. 

Yet the inhabitants of Ajloun 
and the suironding villages, like 
the mountains that characterise 
toe area, stand firm in toe face of 
hardships. 

Though relatively distant, die 
villages of Waqqas, Khirber AI 


Wahdaneh, Rabadieh and Sma- 
dieh, are not completely isolated. 
In slow but steady steps, the 
government of Jordan continues 
its efforts to establish a solid 
infrastructure in that region. 

In a recent wave of attention, 
“of the highest level," that swept 
toe area. Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Tuesday visited the villages 
and listened to the requests of toe 
inhabitant s 


Though considered as one of 
the most fertile lands in the King- 
dom, the i n h a b i t ants are not able 
to folly benefit from their agri- 
cultural lands. 

“We are not allowed to uproot 
toe form trees and plant olive 
and fruit trees instead." Ra’ed 
Wabdan, a farmer, said to toe 
Jordan Times. 

According to Wahdan, another 
obstacle feeing toe farmers is the 
lands law of 1985, which forbids 
the division of lands that are less 
than 10 dunums. 

“It makes it impossible for 
partners to cultivate their lauds 
freely," another farmer said. 

Fawaz Smadi, a father of 14, 
owns a land that he has not been 
able to cultivate for 25 years. 
“Regretfully, I had to resort to 



University of Jordan receives ARAMCO donation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Santo Arabian Oil Com- 
pany (Saudi ARAMCO) has made a donation of 
$50,000 to the University of Jordan to bdp it 
carry oat with its educational progra mm es. A 
cheque for the sum was delivered by ARAMCO 


representative hi Amman Jamal Al Sanrizeh to 
the Univarsity President Dr. Mahmoud Al Samra 
at die latter’s office Tuesday. Samra thanked the 
company for its contribution which he said wffl 
promote culture and edneatioa for Arab students. 


Jordan allows reopening of 
Palestine fund HQ in Amman 


By Osna Sabbagb 

Reuter 

AMMAN ■ — The Jordanian 
government has agreed to 
allow the headquarters of the 
Palestine National Fund 
(PNF). the PLO's financial 
arm, to reopen in Amman af- 
ter a three-year ban, its chair- 
man said Tuesday. 

Jaweed Al Ghussein said the 
headquarters will be officially 
inaugurated by the end of next 
week when Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat visits Amman 
for talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

“The reopening of the PNF 
headquarters in Amman will 
reflect positively on our people 
inside the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories," Ghussein told Reu- 
ters in a telephone interview 
from Abu Dhabi, where be is 
staying. He did not elaborate. 

Jordan dosed 25 offices of 
the mainstream Palestinian 
commando group Fateh led by 
Arafat, and toe PNF, the 
PLO’s ministry of finance, on 
July 7, 1986 after Fateh criti- 
cised Jordan’s Middle East 
policy. 

The move did not apply to 
toe other 12 offices of toe PLO 

in Amman 

But the PNF maintained its 
office and continued to work 
under the umbrella of toe Am- 
man-based Palestine National 
Council (PNC) — the Palesti- 


nian parliament-in -exile — and 
had two other offices, one in 
Tunis and the other in Cairo. 

It moved to Amman from 
Beirut in 1982 following 
Israel's invasion of Lebanon. 

Arab diplomats said the de- 
cision to reopen the headquar- 
ters at toe request of His 
Majesty King Hussein, was a 
further step towards streng- 
thening Jordanian-Palestinian 
ties following Amman’s July 
1988 break with toe West 
Bank, united with Jordan since 
1950. 

“It will have a psychological 
effect on rite steadfastness of 
Palestinians in toe occupied 
territories who wilj feel more 
secure in having the Finance 
Ministry dose to them,” one 
diplomat said. 

With Jordan’s separation 
from the occupied territories, 
Amman ended years of mutual 
suspicion with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

King Hussein said last 
month Jordanian-Pales tinian 
ties were never as good as now. 

The PLO took its cue from 
the disengagement to launch 
peace moves aimed at making 
political gains from the sacri- 
fices of a 19-month -old Palesti- 
nian uprising against Israeli 
rale in the Wert Bank and 
Gaza. 

Ghussein condemned what 
he called the arbitrary position 


of toe Israeli occupation au- 
thorities towards Palestinians. 

“The starvation campai gn 
against our people and the 
Israeli authorities’ imposition 
of taxes and customs especially 
on food -stuffs and basic com- 
modities is very dangerous," 
he said. . 

At least 580 Palestinians 
have been killed in the up- 
rising. 

The PNF, the central body 
that controls the finances erf 
toe PLO inside and ontside toe 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, had a budget of 274 
million from June 1988 to June 
1989. 

Fund officials hope the PNF 
will be able to spend more 
money than in 1988 as a num- 
ber of Arab countries have 
committed themselves to regu- 
lar monthly payments as of 
January 1989. 

Saudi Arabia is paying $6 
million, the United Arab Emi- 
rates $3 million, Kuwait $2 
million, Iraq $4.2 million, 
while Libya has pledged to 
offer direct aid to Palestinian 
hospitals, schools and universi- 
ties. 

Other Arab and foreign 
countries, international agen- 
cies and Muslim funds have 
given direct assistance to 
Palestinians worth $170 million 
since the uprising began in 
December 1987, fund officials 
added. 


Jordan to attend Hiroshima meeting 


KUWAIT (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in an annual meeting by 
the International Organisation of 
Physicians for the Protection 
from Nod ear warfare which will 
be held in toe Japanese city of 
Hiroshima on Oct 5. 

The conference, which will 
mark the elapse of 44 years since 
the dr op p ing of an atomic bomb 


on toe Japanese city, is expected 
to last seven days, according to 
Dr. Nabih Mohammad, who will 
lead a Jordanian team of physi- 
cians to the conference. 

He said that the Jordanian de- 
legation, which win group 10 doc- 
tors and specialists, will take part 
in general discussions on means 
of exercising pressure on major 


powers to halt all tests of nuclear 
weapons. 

The Jordanian delegation took 
part in last year’s conference held 
in Canada and submitted a re- 
solution condemning Israel’s nuc- 
lear weapons programme and cal- 
led for the creation of a midear 
free zone in the Middle East 
region. 


Ministry team to study Kuwaiti 
experience in desalination process 


AMMAN GT.T.>— A team from 
toe Ministry erf Water and Irriga- 
tion has left for Kuwait on a 
two-week visit dozing which its 
members will hold meetings with ' 
officials in charge of water supply 
and will inspect Kuwait’s sea wa- 
ter Hwa>tinatir>n plan ts and solar 
'energy stations employed in the 
desahnatiom pro c ess. 

According to a statement here 
the visit is designed to sound out 
the possibility of benefilting from 


Kuwait's experiments in sea wa- 
ter desalination for possible use 
in Jordan which bas scarce water 
resources, but plenty of solar 
energy. 

The team of officials and en- 
gineers is headed by Mr. Fawzi 
Abul Ni’aaj the director of the 
Department of Organisation and 
Development. 

Jordan already uses solar ener- 
gy to pump underground water in 
semi-desert areas and to generate 


electric power to areas not co- 
vered by toe national grid. 

The solar energy project is 
being carried out by the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) with 
assistance from Wert Ge rman in- 
stitutions. 

Most of the Gulf Arab coun- 
tries, including Kuwait and Saadi 
Arabia, own and operate de- ' 
salination plants to produce 
dii LLlz' r.ater. 
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another means of living, so 1 
opened a small grocery shop. My 
monthly income does not, m toe 
best of cases, exceed JD 60, 
which is hardly enough to feed 
my large family," be said. 

Even when the farmers want to 
plant their lands, they are faced 
with the problem of inaccessibil- 
ity, even by foot. “There is an 
urgent need to open farm roads 
to lead to these lands, to make it 
possible for us to transport tire 
products to toe neighbouring vil- 
lages,” Smadi said. 

Pigs are found in great num- 
bers in that area, and the damage 
they do to the farms is great. 

“These animals eat everything, 
and we are forced to stand hel- 
plessly as they venture into our 
farms and eat our fruits and 
vegetables. We ask that the prices 
of wire fences be reduced, so that 
we wquld be able to properly 
protect our land,*' a distressed 
farmer said. 

Choosing animal husbandry as 
an occupation, is not that easy 
either, with 10.000 heads of cat- 
tle, the area lacks the sufficient ' 
pasturelands to meet toe needs of 
this great number. “This is cou- 
pled with the feet that grain and 
fodder are very expensive.” 
Wahdan said. 

Expenses never come to an end 
in such a place. Due to toe 
random distribution of houses, 
the villages suffer the lack of a 
school and the children have to 
travel to Ajloun every morning. 
‘Transportation is very inconve- 
nient and even much worse in 
winter,” one of the children com- 
plained. 

To top it all, the villages are 
not yet provided With electricity 
supply, despite toe fact that high 
voltage lines are very dose to toe 
area. 

“We are still using lanterns, 
which makes it uncomfortable to 
study at night," one of the female 
students said. 


* 





- 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday 
(Petra photo) 

Other request presented to the 
Queen, were the lack of postal 
service and telephone com- 
munication, in addition ic the 
absence of medical services, since 
toe villages do not have residenr 
physicians. 

As an immediate consequence 
to the Queen's inspection of the 
villages, a number of measures 
were taken to answer the requests 
of the inhabitants. 

Minister of Agriculture Adnan 
Badran, who attended the royal 
visit, ordered these lands to "be 
included in the highland develop- 
ment project. The project is car- 
ried out by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. in agreement with the 
World Food Programme. It in- 
cludes the conservation and re- 
clamation of land and planting 
food and olive trees. 

Farm roads are to be cleared 
and fences and retaining walls are 
to be built to protect toe lands. 

According to the minister, the 
government is already subsidising 


200,000 students to g 
2 million trees by Pec 
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visits villages in the Ajli.'-’r 

the prices of grains by 4’>5i' r 
cent. 

It was also announced that it 
Minister of Education. AKiull. 
Nsour, has instructed the re ;: 
of a building to function . 
elementary school all the way 1 
the fourth grade, umii a 
school is built. 

The fruitful visit also ie: f. 
the agreement of the Min; :r 
Health to send a doctor to 
villages on a periodic ins*.-. 

The doctor is to give immutt: • 
tions. perform check-ups •• 
convey medical awareness. 

The area Is also to be pre-i-.’. 
with a post office, complete 
a telephone. 

At the end of the visit. 
Queen highlighted the fact :: 
there is a need to promote 
area on the touristic level. ::s 
area is considered one of the nv 
beautiful parts of the KircC-. 
with its archaeological sites : 
green landscapes. " 


yaffil.;-. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The minis- 
tries of Education and Agricul- 
ture are planning to involve 
thousands of school children in 
toe process of greening the coun- 
try; and program es bave already 
been set for toe coming tree 
planting season, according to offi- 
cials at the two ministries. 

They said at least 200,000 male 
and female students in different 
provinces will be involved in the 
process which entails planting 
two million trees. 

The estimated JD 104,620 pro- 
ject is expected to be covered 
from school budgets, and most of 
tire money will be spent on trans- 


porting students to tree planting 
sites, according to the officials. 

According to the programme. 
415 kilometres long desert high- 
ways will be lined with trees. 
Trees will also be planted around 
2,500 schools and hilly areas: and 
the coming month will witness the 
commencement of preparations 
for the tree-planting operation. 

AH the two million trees will 
have been planted by Dec. 21 at 
the start of the rainy season in 
Jordan. 

The officials said that the two 
millionth tree will be planted by 
His Majesty King Hussein during 
the annual Arbor Day celebra- 


tions. traditional I v held on : : 
15. 

Assisting the two ministries i:. 
toe task will be Ministries of Pub- 
lic Works and Housing. Mur; .-te- 
al and Rural Affair? and f.i 
Environment. Culture and In- 
formation, the University of Jor- 
dan, the Armed Forces end - 
Jordan University of Science a-u 
Technology, toe officials addei. 

Concerned ministers and of 
rials held a preparatory ir.ee 
in Amman Monday to dis;-. 
details of the projectwhich is far: 
of the national effort to grim 
Jordan by the year 2000. ~ 


57 community colleges to admit 
students with 50 per cent grades 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 57 
community colleges will admit 
students with a 50 per cent and 
above grades next month instead 
of 55 per cent, according to a 
decision taken by the Council of 
Higher Education. 

The decision which was 
announced by Minister of Higher 
Education Nassereddm Al Assad 
reverses an earlier decision stipu- 
lating that students with 55 per 
cent average and above can only 
be admitted to tbe colleges. 

The new derision will allow 
more than 11,000 students, up 
from nearly 9,000 to enrol for 
different specialisations at the pub- 


lic and private colleges in Jordan, 
according to officials at the Minis- 
try of Higher Education. 

The total number of male and 
female students who passed this 
year's Tawjihi examination was 
put at 26,180 of which only 8,875 
will be allowed to enrol at the 
country's four universities, 
according to Assad who 
announced this figure at a press 
conference on July 29. 

Assad said that only those with 
65 per cent average and above 
can bave a chance to enter toe 
Jordanian universities. 

The total number of those who 
secured the minimum grade of 65 


per cent in the final examination 
was 17,926. the minister said. 

The Council of Higher Educa- 
tion. which earlier gave its con- 
sent for the establishment of two 
private universities to cope with 
the growing demand on universi- 
ty education in Jordan, is due to 
hold a meeting Saturday :e dis- 
cuss details of regulation's for 
two projected institutions. 

One of the two universitier- v,:il 
be established in Balcn rejr-jo 
while the other, to be nr.rr'ad 
University of Applied Scif“.crs. 
will be established in the Am'-jcn 


Conference to promote 
social, economic devela 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities 
(UNFPA) is planning a regional 
conference entitled “safeguard- 
ing the future" which will be held 
in Amm an between Oct. 2 and 4 
in cooperation with the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF), 
according to an announcement 
here Tuesday. 

Representatives from Minis- 
tries of Health, Planning and 
Social Development in Arab 
countries as well as the media wall 
be taking part in the conference 
which will be beld under toe 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, according to toe confer- 
ence chairman Janet Al Mufti 
Dakhqan. 

Mrs. Dakhqan told the Jordan 
Times that the coming confer- 
ence, tbe first of its kind to be 
beld in the Arab World, will be 
conducted through toe help of a 
preparatory committee chaired 
by herself. 

Tbe committee has set up three 
sub-committees for information. 


protocol and public relations as 
well as tourism, each of which 
will prepare a working plan to be 
refereed to toe preparatory com- 
mittee that has scheduled a meet- 
ing for Aug. 29. 

The announcement quoted the 
UNFPA representative in Am- 
man Darwas A Ik has as saying 
that the convening of the coming 
conference will be part of the 
fund's 20th anniversary celebra- 
tions. 

“The coming conference will 
no doubt contribute to the stre- 
nuous efforts being made in the 
Arab region towards socio-eco- 
nomic and environmental 
advancement through improving 
the process of population growth 
and distribution on toe one hand, 
and toe utilisation of resources in 
toe concerned Arab countries on 
the other,” Alkhas said. 

He said that the conference will 
tackle subjects linked to socio- 
economic factors influencing the 
individual and society “with toe 
purpose of arriving at appropriate 
methods and programmes de- 
signed to promote social and eco- 
nomic development in toe Arab 


World.” 

Arab women’s potential con- 
tribution in the development pro- 
cess. Alkhas added, will also be 
investigated by the partsci'.r'-.ts. 

The conference will review 
three main working papers -bal- 
ing with population distribution 
and migration, their intern? 
with the environment and vctotj 
and development. Alkhas -- red. 

The preparatory' comrr^tee, 
the announcement" said, r?xas 
representatives from the "nvr ; s- 
tries of Foreign Affaire. Health 
and Social Development. Han- 
ning, Information. Tourism and 
the General Federation o? Jorda- 
nian Women, the Ro»al Soeictv 
for the Conservation of Nature, 
the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the ~rv : --. 
ment, toe University oi Jordan, 
the National Population Ccn\..i:- 
tee and the Greater Ar. : ; -..r 
Municipality. 

The preparatory comac:iL;» 
held a meeting at the NHF \ ez. i 
office in Amman Tuesday t;> 'iU- 
cuss various issues related to the 
coming cofferer- 
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OrB right track 

FORTUNATELY the Jordanian dinar has been firming 
against a basket of hard currencies of late as a result of a 
string of effective measures taken by the Central Bank of 
Jordan and amid persistent reports that Arab financial aid 
has already resumed. All these positive economic and 
financial news will surely bolster even farther Amm a n ’s 
determination to recover from its recent economic and fiscal 
woes. One also be sure that the ™6al good news already 
achieved will snowball into even more confidence building 
developments. 

Still the onus of responsibility to help Jordan help itself 
falls on the people of Jordan who dearly have the biggest 
stake in accelerating the recovery process of their country. 
There are many ways available to Jordanians to perform 
their solemn duties in this regard. To begin with they can 
soften their seemingly insatiable lust for hard currencies for 
no apparent need except to serve as a hedge against the 
devaluation of their primary currency, the Jordanian dinar. 
By decreasing the demand on foreign currencies, the dinar 
stands to register gains against such currencies. Thus 
Jordanians can achieve their primary objective of restoring 
to tbeir national currency its rightful value by arresting the 
hysterical demand for hard currencies. 

Also by rationalising their spending habits whether 
traditional or contemporary, the people would help a great 
deal their government and country cope with the economic 
and fiscal difficulties. Many of these habits are deep-rooted 
and touch on the traditional Arab sense of generosity. 
Others have grown over the years especially daring and in 
the wake of the golden era in the late seventies and early 
eighties. While it will take time to affect readjustments in 
such spending customs, a beginning must be made now. 
There are growing signs that Jordanians have already begun 
this process of readjustment doe to sheer economic con- 
straints on their budgets. In this vein, the impending 
decision to establish a consumer protection society is most 
welcome news. Such a society is very much in dema nd to 
compliment the public interest in rationalising their expend- 
itures by protecting them from abase and exploitation. It is 
therefore comforting to note that preparatory work for the 
establishment and registering such a public service organ 
} has been virtually completed. 

All in ail, the emerging picture in Jordan is most 
encouraging. The economy in the country is moving ahead 
once again with vigour and the financial picture is also 
improving at comfortable speed. Fortunately, all these 
developments are beginning to take place with the coopera- 
tion and understanding of the public. 


jor&aki f?&ess editorials 


JORDANIAN Arabic dailies on Tuesday dwelt on Jordan’s stand' 
vis-a-vis the Middle East question in the light of King Hussein's 
meeting with U.S. envoy John Kelly. Al Ra’i daily said that the 
King has reaffirmed Jordan's stands and principles with regard to 
the problem and demanded that a just and permanent solution be 
found to ensure the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people in 
their homeland. The paper said that the PLO is now in charge of 
the Palestinian people and their destiny; and since the organisa- 
tion has pledged to work for peace, the United States should help 
cany out U.N- Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 which 
guarantee Palestinian people's rights in their land. Washington 
ought to shoulder its responsibility towards peace and should find 
a way of ending Israel's intransigence and remove obstacles in the 
path of peace, the paper added. We are confident that what John 
Kelly heard in Amman was identical to Egyptian views which 
back the PLO’s position, the paper noted, ti said that it is clear for 
the United States that Israel refuses to pull out its forces from the 
Arab lands occupied since 1967 and this is the chronic problem 
that impedes a peace formula. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily discusses the question of 
Jordanian students who are about to go to Egypt for higher 
education. Salah Abdnl Samad says that many of our students join 
others in their studies at Egyptian universities and these should be 
allowed to pay their fees in Jordanian currency in die light of the 
present difficulties to obtain foreign exchange. The writer urges 
the Jordanian government to approach the Egyptian authorities 
to help our students to pay in Egyptian pounds which are easier to 
come by these days. As long as Jordan and Egypt are members of 
the Arab Cooperation Council and continue to work for the same 
goals and objectives, it is only natural to try to seek help for 
Jordanian students in this regard and it is only natural for Egypt 
and Jor d an to show a greater measure of cooperation towards 
serving their own people, the writer adds. We also hope, 
continues the writer, that the general secretariat of the Arab 
Cooperation Council which is based in Amman will take the 
initiative and settle this issue without awaiting any formal 
protocol in this matter. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily newspaper said that with the conclusion of 
John Kelly's tour of the Middle East it is hoped that the U.S. 
administration has accumulated sufficient information about the 
situation in the area and is in a position to take action. The daily 
said that the envoy has heard from King Hussein Jordan’s views; 
and a reiteration by Egypt and Jordan over the need to resolve the 
Palestine raoblem and to grant the Palestinians the right to 
wtf-dSnmnatioo. The paper also reaffiraedtiiat ^ PLO is toe 
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act with widsom and with speed to put au end to the Israeh 
,“oSes»d help bring nbou. {***■ 


ECOLIGHT 


By Jawad Apani 


My neighbour, my j oker 


AN OLD joke goes like this; A man, involved in a car accident 
was wrapped up in bandages from head to toe. Strapped to 
hangeis by the hand and foot, his visiting old friend asks: How do 
you feel? “Does it hurt?” The man answered: “Only when I 
laugh.” 

The Jerusalem Post, in its July 26. 1989 issue, published an 
article by David Rosenberg in which he contends that Jordan’s 
domestic and foreign debts add np to $15.0 billion. He goes on 
with the same strain to analyse Jordan's socio-political set-up. If 
ever there was an armchair off-the-cuff lazy analysis, Rosenberg 
would win the prize. 

Before we analyse the situation in Jordan, which the Israelis 
have devoted lately a great deal of their attention to, let us look at 
the Israeli debt. According to their own and international 
statistics, in the years 1986-1988, Israel's foreign outstanding debt 
(excluding short-term liabilities) averaged $25.8 billion. In De- 
cember 1988, the Israeli foreign debt was $25.1 billion. If we add 
to it domestic borrowing, we find that the 1988 figure jumps to 
$45.6 billion. On average, this means an Israeli who is born today 
inherits an outstanding debt of approximately $11,000, by far the 
biggest in the world. In contrast, a Brazilian owes $800, and a 
Mexican $1,100. 


However, this large debt could have been much higher had it 
not been for the generous contribution made to Israel ansuaBy 
from official and private foreign sources. Israel received on 
average aid over toe period 1986-1988 of $4.9 billion annually. 
These exdude war reparations, free medication, easy access far 
export markets, facilities from international commercial banks, 
favourable treatment in the U.S. and other West European 
countries, technological accessibility that is denied to others, 
illegal exports, money laundering activities, arms sales, and 
favourable media coverage. All of these factors still did not help 
Israel from being the worst debtor in the world. 

Despite all claims that the Israeli economy has recovered, it 
always demonstrated a high degree of vulnerability. In toe 
mid-seventies and beyond, the Israeli economy went bananas. 
Heeding to adjustment counsel by th e famou s Milton Frekhnan, 
hyper-inflation and unemployment frustrated the Israeli eco- 
nomy. Had it not been for toe unlimited generous support of 
others, Israel would have been in a very deep mess. Israel’s 
economic performance is indeed a showcase. All Israeli intelli- 
gence and study centres that devote so much time to the salvation 
of toe Jewish state are making very slight difference to an 
economy that has survived by financing a war machine. 


t v Tt rarij commentators think that, by slandering the Jorda- 
nian economy their problems would disapp ear . It is no wonder 
they are engaged is such slandering with vehemence. 2T if hurts 
when they £m g h t then let them hysterically do so. The debt of 
Jordan as is weft-known does not exceed SS,2 billion both , 
domestic and foreign, Tba t makes it on a v erase 25 per cemoftoe 
burden of Israel as- based on per: capital shares. _ 
tv served a n example which demonstrated how < 

fra gile the Israeli 'economy be. Denied toe $800 million net ' 
income accr uing from the West Bank and Gaza, .toe Israeli ; 
economy is showing signs of fatigue. Prices are going up. Between ! 
1986 and April 1989,. the consumer index increased by 150 per 
cent, discount interest rate is around 17 per cent, and real wages 
are declining. Historically speaking, wars became Israel's bread 
and butter. Now wars and expansion are very expensive and their 
cast-effectiveness is very low indeed. Wbatwoujd duty do next in 
toe face of mourning economic pressure? Tbcar best bid is to try to 
destabilise toe region re order to convince superpowers that 
they t^pfay arete for which they bopeto cash on. The stability 
of Jordan implies a High opportunity cog to Israel. No wonder 
they arc sokeen to use the media in order to project their 
problems on Jordan. ■ 


After 20 years of strife, a glimmer of hope 


ON Aug. 14, 1969, British troops deployed in Northern Ireland to 
quell a mass outbreak of communal violence. Twenty years and 
2.740 deaths later, the violence continues and a political solution 
remains elusive. But much has changed in the British-ruled 
'province, and some observers even see a glimmer of hope. 
Associated Press correspondent Marcus Efiason, who has 
covered the province for nearly Eve years , reports. 


BELFAST. Northern Ireland 
(AP) — All Mrs. Murphy’s 
neighbours are gone. 

The stonings and firebombings 
proved more than they could 
bear, so the authorities tore down 
toe bouses and sent the Catholics 
and Protestants off to lire among 
their own. 

Everybody left except Susan 
Murphy. She's a feisty woman, 
proud of the three-story row 
house she and her husband 
bought 33 years ago, when Roe 
Street was so peaceful that “every 
day was like Sunday.” 

Now the house stands alone in 
a no-man's land, its windows pro- 
tected by steel mesh, with steel 
railings running the length of Roe 
Street and a tall corrugated wall 
separating the Murphys from 
their Protestant neighbours. 

And all this happened not 20 
years ago, when “the troubles” 
were at their worst, but in toe late 
1980s. The houses razed, -five 
months ago were not dilapidated 
hovels but brand-new showcases 
of a new Belfast rising from the 
Victorian slums. 

“It’s something of an indict- 
ment of society here," says Ivan 
Magmnis of the Housing Execu- 
tive that had to take the decision. 
“It’s an awful tragedy.” 

It’s easy to conclude from this 
600, 000-pound ($l-million) exer- 
cise in futility that little has 
changed in Northern Ireland 
since British troops arrived here 
on Aug. 14, 1969, to separate 
rioting Protestants from their 
Catholic neighbours. 

The death toll is over 2,740 and 
rising almost week by week. The 
Catholic unemployment rate is 
2 Vi times that of Protestants. A 
political solution still looks far 
off. 

Glimmer of hope 

And yet one finds a glimmer of 
optimism in Northern Ireland 
today. 

Violence has diminished from a 
peak of 467 kBlings in 1972 to an 
average of 80 a year in the 1980s. 

Recent elections suggest a 
weakening of toe hard-liners on 
either side of toe divide, and a 
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boost for toe moderates. 

In toe Irish Republic, toe poli- 
tical mold shaped in the country's 
1921-23 civil war has cracked and 
opened new possibilities for a 
solution that can accommodate 
both Unionist and Nationalist in 
Northern Ireland — Unionists 
being toe majority Protestants 
intent on retaining union with 
Britain, and Nationalists being 
toe 40 per cent Catholic minority 
whose aspirations lean to Ireland. 

The Insh government has not 
renounced its claim to Northern 


shut out the extremists on both 
sides. 

Dungannon, a town of 15,000 
in toe centre of the province, was 
once a bastion of Unionist sup- 
remacy and discrimination. Now 
its mixed council has a committee 
to promote cross-community 
understanding, and sends Protes- 
tant and Catholic children on 
holidays together. 

The whole island, north and 
south, is in intellectual ferment 
over the prospect of a united 
Europe that will subsume old 
Nationalist rivalries. 

“National sovereignty is chang- 
ing its whole meaning in Euro- 
pean terms. The nation state is 
disappearing. So the fundamental 
reason for the quarrel between 
Britain and Ireland is now gone,” 
says John Hume, leader of the 


thing can change without Protes- 
tant consent. 

In half a dozen of Northern 


Ireland's 26 district councils, sorts. A burgeoning Catholic 


moderate Catholics and Protes- 
tants have joined in coalitions to 


middle class hungers for stability. 
A retail boom has transformed 
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Ireland. It simply doesn’t state it Social Democratic and Labour 
too loudly. It is in consensus with Party, the province’s main Catbo- 
the British government that no- lie Nationalist Party. 


A backwater 20 years ago. 
Northern Ireland now has air 
links to European holiday re- 


tire bomb-blackened city centres 
of Belfast and Ixmdondeny. 

Ajdan O’Reilly’s family was 
driven out of their home in 1973 
by Protestant mobs. Married now 
with a baby son. CReifleyowns a 
house in a quiet Belfast suburb. 
He is one of the thousands who 
look back on the bad old days and 
pray they never return. 

Buying stability 

By pouring some S2J25 bSHon a 
year into toe province, Britain 
can actually buy pockets of stabfl- 
ity. Councilor Anthony McCon- 
nell, a 40-year-old schoolteacher, 
says Dungannon’s new approach 
is helped along by toe knowledge 
that “if a council is seen to be 
trying to work together, central 
government is mudi more sym- 
pathetic towards it.” : - 

Ralph Brown, a 52-year-old 
Unionist councilor whose appli- 
ances store on Dungannon’s 
main street has been damaged 11 
times by IRA bombs, strongly 
backs municipal power-sharing. 

“A lot of trust has been built 
up,” he says. “People are really 
bending over backward at toe 
moment to try and ensure that 
nothing major goes wrong.” 

' . Paul Bew, a respected analyst- 
at Queen’s University, says Bel- 
fast was deeply pessimistic in the 
mid-1980s. Now he feels things 
are looking up. 

"I am more modestly optimis- 
tic about some kind of accom- 
modation in Ireland than I have 
been for a long, long time,” he 
says. 

Hume suggests a round-table 
conference of all toe parties — 
Irish, British and Northern Irish 
— to define the problem, then 
solve it. Unionists prefer some 
sort of power-sharing arrange- 
ment with Catholics, provided 
the Irish government is not in- 
volved. That distance between 
toe two positions is great, but at 
least the two sides are talking 
about solutions. 

The trouble is that life is not 
improving in the blue-collar gfaet- 
toes, where pockets of 80 per cent 
unemployment provide plenty of 
recruits for the Into Republican 
army and Sinn Fein, its political 
backer in toe campaign to rid 
Northern Ireland of British rule 
and and unite~the island. - 
• Sinn Fein’s Francis McCann, a 
Belfast city councilor, says none 
of toe prosperity of recent years 
has reached his constituency. 


And die Duogannon.sptrrt hasn’t 
reached Belfast, whose Unionist- 
dominated council hasn’t given a 
single committee seat to a 

NationahsSn 

McCann, a 36-year-old man 
with “Ireland” tattooed on his 
arm, says he has endured jaflings, 
internment without trial, count- 
less arrests and bduse searches, 
and all because “I believe that 
Irish people have a right to resist 
British rule in this country.” 

Hume, the yoke of Catholic 
moderation, denounces toe IRA 
with statistics showing that two- 
thirds of those killed since 3969 
were Catholic, and 44 per cent of 
them victims of the IRA. 

“The IRA have killed six times 
more people than the British 
army and 30 times more people 
than the RUC (Royal Ulster 
Constabulary)... those figures 
alone would force anybody to say 
to themselves, “holdcmaminute, 
where are our methods leading 
us?” 

* Northern Ireland was set up in 
1921 as a British enclave when 
die rest of Ireland won independ- 
ence, and became a Protestant 
fiefdom rife with gerrymander- 
ing, police brutality and discri- 
mination in bousing and jobs. 

In 1968, Catholics began de- 
manding civil rights. Violent Pro- 
testant reaction brought in the 
British army, which soon found 
itself at war with the IRA. In 
1972, the government in London 
dosed the local parliament and 
assumed direct rule. . " 

In 1985, Prime Minister Mar-. 


garet Thatcher signed the Anglo- 
Irish agree m ent giving Dublin a ; 
say in the running of the pro- 
vince. Outraged Unionists, who 
regard Ireland as a hostile 
CathoUc state, reacted violently. 

But their protests- were 
ignored, and they axe finally be- 
ginning to- talk about negotiating 
a solution. 

Meanwhile, Catholics concede 
that many of the grievances of toe 
1960s have been rectified. Gpiy- 
mandering and bousing discri- 
mination have been swept away "■ 
by decree from London. Under , 
new fan-employment laws, em- 
ployers guilty of discrimination 
will face 3,900-pound ($48,000) .‘ 
fines and the loss of government . 
grants and contracts. 

- But unemployment is around - 
18 per cent, Britain’s highest, and - 
violence drives away investment 
arid-jobs. 

Posting remains a thorny prob- 1 
lcm. The Royal Ulster Consta- - 
bulaiy went some way foward 
proving . cvenhandedness by 
standing up to the riots against 
toe Anglo-Irish agreement But 
every Catholic, moderate or mili- 
tant, has a stray to tefl of physical 
or vtethaT abuse by the mostly 
Protestant security patrols. 

' McGonnd says security force - 
mubehaviour is one of the major 
reasons why toe vote far Sinn 
Feui*''toe political wing of the 
IRA, still hovers around 41 per • 
cent Bew believes that only mas- 
sive aid for Catholic west Belfast 
can eat info Sinn' Fern's support .. 
there. - 


OPEN FORUM 

Loving Yon 


J am sitting tntbe dark. 

And Fm drinking of yon; 

Oh r what a great feeling 
For one to hare, 

Yon are fall of beauty. 

And loving people, 

Ob, how much we ALL love you. 
I What can I dream? 

Other than dream about Jordan 
Yon are my country, 

— and I love job. 


Suba N. TaBwonl 
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Saadawi 


woman’s 


ina 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Naval AI Saadawi h as 
spent time in prison, had 
guards posted outside her front 
door for her own protection and 
had some of her work banned 
because of her campaign for an 
Arab women’s -revolt m a 
world. 

“The authorities telephoned 
me in 198? and said they were 
putting guards outside my house 
because! was in danger,” said fee 
ebullient, white-haired Egyptian 
novelist. 

The 24-hour guard remained 
there 18 months — apparently 
because of threats from Musfim 
mititants who regarded one of her 
books in particular, “The Fall of 
The Imam”, as heresy. 

The imam or Islamic leader in 
question is a sinister symbol of 
Pharaonic power — a maw or 
combination of men claiming di- 
vine authority. . 

The book is heavily satirical, 
and involves the imam gning to 
heaven and asking God for a 
reprieve from death. But he has 
difficulty in getting past recep- 
tion. 

For Saadawi, foe imawp reprcr 
seats “dictatorship” in the form 
of late Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat, former Sudanese leader 
Jaafar Numeiri, now exiled in 
Cairo, and lat« Iranian lea der 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khrwnfthii- 

“It's all of than,” she said. “To 
me God is justice and freedom. 
God is an idea inside each of us. - 
In that sense, Tm very religious.” 

She was dismissed from a 
senior government position in 
1972 because of her political 
views and the way she expressed ' 
them. 

In 1984, her novel “God Dies 
by the NQe” was banned in Egypt . 


but Saadawi found a publisher in 
Beirut prepared to pant it. 

- Sim has been writhe since 1^5 
and a constant thane has been, 
woman’s struggle "against sub- 
jugation by the religious and poli- 
tical a u tho rit y of men. 

,‘T cannot distinguish between 
class and .gender struggle,” she 
Hold Renteis - “I am against au- 
thority embodied in certain. mar 
in bofopabUcand private life.” 

Speaking up -far womanhood 
has a kmg history in Egypt, which 
hosted the 'first Arab women’s 
fcmmw> con fe rence in the 1930s 
and has long Jed the Arab World 
in moving towards equality of the 
sexes. 

In 1834 a religious mentor of . 
students. Sheikh Rifa’a Rafi at 
Tahtawi, wrote the first book 
calling for the education of 
women' .and an i mp rovement in 
their social status. 

Qassean Amin, a radge, be- 
came known as thenberator of ■ 
women after his books, “Libera- 
tion of Women” and “The New 
Woman,” irere published at die. 
tnm of file century. , 

Saadawi was packed off to jail 
by Sadat with thousands of omens 
in 1981, but her imprison m e nt 
ended with his assassination by 
Musfim zealots on October 6 the 
same year. 

In jail she met a woman named 
Flrdans, onwhomshe based her 
novel “Woman at Point Zero”. 

It teQs of a village rid raped at 
an early age and forced into 
prostitution who finds that money 
and weQ-puhhcised acts of charity 
can provide respectability in a 
society devoted to material gain 
and stains. 

A brief flirtation with revolu- 
tionary ideas develops into 
mnrderons rebellion against tex- 
nal enslavement and the threat of 
execution. It is a grim tale writ- 
. ten with the melodrama and sim- 



Saadawi: To me god is justice and freedom 


plkaty of a thriller. 

. Saadawi wrote of prison in 
“The Arrest” and in the preface 
she paints an austere portrait of 
herself as an outrider. 

“I don’t say yes and I don’t 
take part in elections,” she wrote. 
“I don’t walk in processions. I 
have no cliques. I don’t go to 
parties. I don’t put on makeup 
Hke other women, and don’t wash 
my hair with American shampoo. 
I don-’t drink Israeli beer and I 
fedridt when tread the papers." 

Saadawi’s feminist campaign 
does not end with novels. 

As a qualified psychiatrist she 
helps young women suffering 
from emotional or mental tur- 
moil, and in 1982 she founded the 
Arab Women’s Solidarity Asso- 
ciation. 

“It is a Pan-Arab organisation 
devoted to promoting women 
economically, culturally and poli- 
tically,” she said. 

The association was legalised in 


- Egypt once it gained consultative 
status with U.N. agencies in 1985. 
Even so Saadawi said the govern- 
ment blocked public distribution 
of the first issue of the associa- 
tion's monthly ma gazin e, N. 

Once on Sadat’s blade list, 
Saadawi insisted that she was still 
not completely free in President 
Hosni Mubarak’s Egypt 

“Fm on a grey list, without 
access to (writing for) television 
or radio and my occasional con- 
tributions to newspapers are sub- 
ject to haphazard censorship,” 
she said. 

Her husband, Sherif Hetata.is 
also a qualified doctor who has 
devoted himself to writing since 
1971. A Marxist who spent 14 
years behind bars from 1949, he 
too was one of Egypt's inteDec- 
‘ tual outsiders. 

“It is very difficult to establish 
yourself as a widely-read novelist 
m Egypt without access to the 
media,” he said. - 


What befalls the Earth befalls us all 


By Jesaca Hobby Catto 

RECORD HEAT in London, 
record heat in Colorado. The 
geography differs, but the 
topic is the same. What is 
new m this usually banal discus- 
sion is that we now speak of this 
phenomenon as induced by mail, 
not a deity, and it is therefore our 
responsibility. Is it possible that a 
global climate crisis can alter the 
way we do business with one 
another or the way countries in- 
teract? History and tnufition dic- 
tate defended amts and borders, 
Man — singly and collectively — 
has dawed and killed for his piece 
of the planet. Now, for the first 
time in memory, at the Paris 
summit, the major military and 
economic forces of the world 
plead for countries to recognise 
that air drifts across those bound- 
aries, with scarcely a glance down 
to see if its breezes are spreading 
radiation or CFCs over the Un- 
ited Kingdom, Spain, the Soviet 
Union, or the Sudan. - - 

The beat goes on and the 
world, now joined by its leaders, 
ponders. Are the. predictions of 
the scientists that by 2040 the 
Earth's temperature will rise two 
to five degrees correct? Do we 
have time to effect any reversal? 
What specific steps do we take? 
And. if we do not respond on a 
global level, does it do much 
good for one or two countries to 
act alone? Are we finally in a 
kind of global lifeboat instead of 
separate destroyers? These are 
questions that echo through our 
minds. The conditions are hoe 
for mankind to put down the 
spears and mkoles and watch Urn 
horizon at dm approach of an 
almost invisible enemy — one 
that cannot be defeated with 
familiar weapons. 

The rate of change in atmos- 
pheric composition is now 10 to 
40 times faster than natural, 
change in the past, measured by 
gas content in polar «*.. The 
natural rate causes a two degrees 
Celsius change over 1,000 years. 
The present rate is causing two to 


dred, according to Steven 
Schneider of the_U.S. National 
Centre for Atmospheric Re- 
search. That there is a "better 
than even chance for unpre- 
cedented change’’ seems, 
accepted. It is around the nature, 
extent and effects of ctange that 
the debate revolves. Heavily. 

populated coastal zones woow be 

affected by erosion, salinity, and 


would fail. The tropics would 
register the smallest' change, 
.although ironically the devasta- 
tion of the tropical rain forests in 
the Amazon greatly hastens oh 
onslaught of global warming. 
Nearer the poles, changes would 
be striking — from marine trans- 
portation to agricultural settle- 
ment to mihtaiy considerations 
— as ice caps melt 

At the Aspen Institute in Col- 
orado, tiie concept of a “global 
commons” was advanced in a 
series of seminars. Four environ- 
ments have been recognised as 
having a common heritage for 
man: the oceans, outer space, 
weather and dimate, -Antarctica. 
Now a fifth candidate appears — 
information. . Information ex- 
change is caudal: as it becomes 
apparent that tins new tiassof 
global problems can be altered 
only by changes in human be- 
haviour. In order to escape the 
“heat trap” that our fuels have 
concocted for us, we must make 
some changes. Participation, most 
be available to all. “My dream,” 
says Harlan Cleveland, professor 
emeritus at the Hubert H. Hum- 
phrey Institute of Public Affairs, 
“is a non-governmental policy 
analysis in every town, connected 
by a computer netwozk. With the 
marriage of computers and tele- 
communications, tire boundaries 
of the nation state and rite differ- 
ence between public and private 
and binned*”. 

On the other hand, man needs 
to be aleri and flexible in his 
interpretation of commuter data. 
In the late 1970s, satellite pictures 
reported a 50 per cent depletion 
of the ozone layer in Antarctica. 
Computers in England and the 
United States were programmed 
to reject those findings because 
the scientific model for ozone 
depletion by CFCs was. ont of 
umfonn, worldwide depletion. 
Because of c om pu te r inability to 
cope with disproportionate pro- 
iectkms. scientists began 
evaluation si 1986 anti reached a. 
different conclusion. Since .the 
very nature of nature is aberrant 

ami Iisnflw Kfe*hr .to fit ri'nrafal' 


computer programme, “we can 
expect other 7 nasty suqsues,” 
'according to' Dr. Michael 
Oppenheunec, senior atnuw-' 
phcric pbysiaRfbr . 

mental Defence Fond. . 

As 1 look out across the grassy 
meadows lotbe. snow-shrouded 


glimmer in some of our eyes. To 
chore up that hope Thomas Love- 
joy of the Smithsonian Institute 
in Washington offers some prac- 
tical remedies: global forest man- 
agement and co-operation on 
global wanmng; more protected 
ecosystems and species; popula- 
tion control; transferring re- 
sources to cope with North/South 
inequities; speeded np technolo- 
gy transfers of environmental in- 
formation; and a reduction of a 
nation’s debt burden in return for 
greater environmental protec- 
tion! 

Chief Seattle of the Squamish 
Indian tribe said in 1851: “Teach 
your children what we have 
taught our children: that the 


earth is their mother. Whatever 
befalls the earth befalls the sons 
of earth. If men spit upon the 
ground, they spit upon them- 
selves. The earth does not belong 
to man, man belongs to the earth. 
Where is the thicket? Gone. 
Where is the eagle? Gone. The 
end of living and the beginning of 
survival.” 

The world is an integral whole; 
its sum is larger than its parts, and 
its inhabitants have been put on 
notice. 

Jessica Hobby Catto is a trus- 
tee of tie Environmental Defence 
Food. The article is reprinted 
from the Guardian. 
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I can hardly believe that man 
could be so careless as to foul his 
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Global 

warming: 
sharing the 
sacrifices 


By John Michael Kramer 

The writer is a Senior Natural 
Resources Specialist with the In- 
ternational Resources Group in 
Washington DC. 

MOST of the “greenhouse” gases 
responsible fm global wanning 
are being produced by the de- 
veloped world. The United States 
alone accounts for over one fifth. 
Other Western and Eastern 
European industrial nations con- 
tribute a similar amount each. 
The developing world’s contribu- 
tion is currently very low primari- 
ly carbon dioxide from deforesta- 
tion in a few countries. 

Everyone, however, will suf- 
fer. The effects of global wanning 
are not only felt by the polluter. 
Although warming effects will be 
more severe in temperate zones, 
sea levels will rise everywhere. 
And the scale of the predicted 
change will have major implica- 
tions for donate globally, even 
though their nature is still un- 
dear. 

There is growing consensus 
among scientists that, unless steps 
are taken to slow the accumulation 
of greenhouse gases in the earth’s 
atmosphere, the world’s average 
t em per a ture will rise between 2-6 
degrees Centigrade by the end of 
the 2 1st century. 

This wanning will change the 
world by shifting climat ic zones, 
disrupting agriculture, threaten- 


Britain slowly 
adjusts to 

multiculturalism 


1 r— -ByJWaria Balinska r 

LONDON — Only a few mi- 
nutes’ walk from London’s finan- 
cial district, the bowler-hat and 
umbrella heart of a white British 
preserve, is a school where you 
have to look long and hard for a 
white face. 

Here, at the Mulberry School 
for Girls in London’s East End, 
the local version of the British 
school umfonn is a tunic and 
trousers to accommodate the 
Muslim precept that women’s 
legs be covered. A conversation 
with tire matronly and very Brit- 
ish headmistress is punrtoated by 
wafts of Asian music, cumin, and 
cuny. Welcome to multicultural 
Britain, a reality that is challeng- 
ing the educational establish- 
ment. 

Only 50 years ago Britain was a 
fairly homogeneous, Anglo-Sax- 
on society. But the prosperity of 
the postwar years and the crumb- 
ling of the British Empire 
brought a flood of.Indians, Pakis- 
tanis, Africans, 'and West Indians 
into the country. 

Since tire 1970s- strict legisla- 
tion has stopped further mass 
immigration, but the non-white 
population has grown to 2.5 mil- 
lion. Nationwide, non-whiles rep- 
resent only 4 per cent of the 
population, yet their concentra- 
tion in urban areas makes the 
question of educating a multi- 
cultural student body urgent. 

One of the more valuable parti- 
cipants in this debate, Ray Hon- 
eyford, was dismissed from his 
■job as headmaster in Bradford (a 
Yorkshire city where 25 per cent 
of the population is of Asian 
origin) when he refused to give 
Muslim children special treat- 
ment. 

“What’s important to me,” 
Hcueyford said in an interview, “is 
integration: We want a melting 
pot, not a tossed salad.” The way 
a school integrates its children, 
according to Honeyford, is by 
“letting toon know they’re Brit- 
ish. which means emphasising 
the English language, FngM i 
tolerance, En glish institutions, 
and Christianity, winch is part of 


the British legacy, whether we 
like it or not.” Integration, he 
stresses, is not asamuiation, but 
ethnic heritage should be left at 
borne. In Hozreyford’s opinion, a 
multicultural approach is counter- 
productive, because it makes chil- 
dren more aware of their differ- 


Rejected 

This attitude is rejected by the 
Commission for Racial Equality, 
a government body set up by foe 
1967 Race Relations Act. The 
commission has “gone beyond 
the tokenism of multicultural- 
ism,” in the words of its spokes- 
man Andrew Dorn, to tackle 
head-on what it secs as the major 
problem facing * multiracial 
schools — racism. 

And racism, in foe commis- 
sion's view, doesn’t just mean- 
individual prejudices of teachers 
or children. It also means discri- 
mination that is built into the 
system itself, or what is called 
institutional racism. 

“No teacher will say this to 
you,” says Valerie Davis, a black 
teacher now in charge of the 
Development Programme for Ra- 
cial Equality in the London 
borough of Brent, “but blacks are 
labelled as under-achievers. At 
inner-city schools a lot of teachers 
buy comic books for their Friday 
afternoon math classes — they 
say tire pupils wQl be tired. But 
they wouldn't dream of doing 
that in a middle-class school." 

The existence of institutional 
racism vgas recognised by the 
1985 Swarm report, an official 
inquiry into the reasons for 
underachievemeut among West 
Indian pupils. 

Today, most regional bureauc- 
racies governing state schools — 
the Local Education Authority 
(LEA) — concur with foe re- 
port’s conclusions. Out of 110 
authorities nationwide, about 70 
have issued statements commit- 

a themselves to “anti-racism” 
des. Teacher training col- 
_ s, too, are making anti-racism 
an” integral part of their courses. 

Still, according to Dr. Jade 
Gundara of the University of 
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ing survival of forests, raising sea 
leavels and inundating low-lying 
coastal areas, causing drought 
and flooding in areas accustomed 
to moderate weather. The effect 
on people throughhoot tire world 
could be worse than anything 
experienced in recorded instory. 

Why is it happening? Essential- 
ly it is became foe greenhouse 
gases include a number of che- 
mical compounds which help to 
retain bet in tire earth's atmos- 
phere instead of letting it bleed 
off into space. 

They indude carbon dioxide 
(C02) from the bunting of fossil 
fuels and plant material (mainly 
forests); methane (CH4) from 
livestock, landfills and rice pad- 
dies; chknofluorocarboos (CFCs) 
used in air conditioners and re- 
frigerators; and nitrous oxide 
(N02) from, ntirogen fertiliser 
use, fossil fuel and biomass burn- 
ing, and land rfearmg. Carbon 
dioxide account for about half of 
the greenhouse effect. 

. There are three ways we can 
respond to global warming. We 
can try to adapt to increased 
temperatures; or we could try to 
slow global warming to tolerable 
levels; or attempt some combina- 
tion of the two. 

It is conceivable that agricul- 
ture and commercial forestry 
mig ht adapt to a hotter climate, 
although this begs tire question of 
foe potentially severe effects on 
biological diversity. Bnt the cost 


of protecting the world's coastal 
areas from rising sea levels would 
be prohibitive, if possible at all. 
So it is clear a reduction of the 
gases is required. 

The questions, then, are how 
to reduce greenhouse gases, how 
much foe task will cost, and who 
will pay? The Norfo/Soufo issues 
primarily revolve around carbon 
dioxide. Not only is it the major 
greenhouse gas produced by de- 
veloping countries but tropial 
forests are an important sink of 
caibon. Carbon retained in forest 
biomass means that much less 
carbon dioxide gas in the atmos- 
phere. 

But forests are not the only 
issue. Many developing countries 
are understandably pushing 
ahead with their industrialisation. 
This will require significant in- 
creases in fuel energy production 
from the very low, but rapidly 
rising, current levels in foe de- 
veloping woiid. 

How will the North treat foe 
South’s imperative need for eco- 
nomic development, food and 
land for growing populations? 
The U.S. Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) has already 
sounded an alarm in a recent 
report: “If developing countries 
do not adopt climate stabilising 
policies, then foe equilibrium 
warming commitment in 2050 
could increase by about 40 per 
cent .compared to scenarios in 
which there is global coopera- 
tion.” 

Given current geopolitics, 
“global cooperation" could well 
have the effect of locking in place 
the current economic inequities 
between the North and the 
South, regardless* of EPA's 
worthy intentions. 

Will it mean, for example, that 
developing countries will be dis- 
couraged from building fossil fuel 
power plants because developed 
countries already have too many? 
Does cooperation require the 
South to provide a cure for foe 
North's profligate use of re- 
sources? Some have' suggested 
that halting tropical deforestation 
(a source of perhaps 10 per cent 


of all greenhouse gases) paired 
with massive reafforestation in 
foe tropics, are needed to reduce 
levels of the gases. Who will pay 
for such a collossal project? 

There has so far been little 
analysis of the sodo-eoonomic 
impact of the various stratagems 
proposed. Where will foe land 
come from? What will happen to 
farmers who have little alterna- 
tive to clearing a small plot of 
forest to grow the crops they need 
to feed their families? These and 
other questions need to be 
addressed in the debate about 
solutions to global warming. 

Desirable options exist for de- 
veloping countries to help slow 
global warming — options that 
make sense even without con- 
sidering their impact. 

For example, 5-10 hectares of 
forests can be saved for every 
hectare of land which is fanned 
by low-cost sustainable methods 
of agriculture instead of current 
shifting cultivation. 

Agroforestry can increase foe 
carboa held on farmlands while 
increasing crop yields. Sustained 
yield management of tropical 
forests can increase their long- 
term profitability while- saving 
forests from destruction. 

Still, developing countries can- 
not be asked to make sacrifices to 
slow global wanning until the 
North demonstrates a rigorous 
commitment to reducing its own 
greenhouse gas emissions, man- 
aging its forest bener, and increas- 
ing support to developing coun- 
tries to lighten the burden of foe 
socially and economically sound 
but painful measures which will 
have to be undertaken. 

As we leant more about foe* 
process of global wanning and its 
effects, and as it becomes appa- 
rent that initial action to reduce 
global warming has been in- 
adequate, then the world com- 
munity will have to consider more 
drastic actions such as massive 
tree plantations. We shall also 
have to ensure that the costs 
borne by countries are com- 
mensurate with their contribution 
to the problem — Pan os features. 



A scene from the mnefa-aedaimed My Beautiftd Laundrette, a film 
about British Asians. 


London's Centre for Multicultu- 
ral Education, in rural areas, 
where the population is mostly 
white, many schools see no need 
to adopt a multicultural 
approach. And even in LEAs 
that have embraced anti-racism, 
what happens in the classroom 
varies considerably. 

Take Burnage High School. 
Situated in a mixed-race, work- 
ing-class area of Manchester, 
Burnage made national headlines 
in 1986 when a 13-year-old Asian 
schoolboy was stabbed to death 
by a white classmate. What a 
particularly shocked foe teaching 
profession was that the school 
was known for its commitment to 
anforadsm. The independent in- 
quiry into the murder was a conde- 
mnation of how not to apply 
anti-racism. “Moral anti-rac- 
ism... based on the assumption 
that all white students are to be 
seen as racists.. .-led to a polarisa- 
tion between black and white 
students.” What this dogmatic - 
anti-white version of anti-racism 
meant in practice was that the 
community education depart- 
ment in a school where two-thirds 
of the student body was white was 
uniquely directed to Afro- Carib- 
bean and Asian parents and chil- 
dren. 

The authors of the report, aD 
well -respected specialists in the 
race-relations field, made dear 
that they were not criticising anti- 
racism per se, only Burnage ’s 
interpretation. But foe report 
provided ready ammunition in 
what the commission has called 
“the smear campaign" against the 
whole idea of anti-racist educa- 


Obtivious 

At the Mulberry School, head- 
mistress Daphne Gould is obli- 
vious to semantics. For her it’s all 
very simple. “Anti- racism is a full 
education. Part of your duty is to 
educate students to challenge re- 
ceived opinion.” She dismisses 
the notion t ha t talking about rac- 
ism anil create it: “If you stand 
by, then you're condoning it. An 
extreme example of that is what 
happened in Nazi Germany.” 

Gould oversees a student body 
where whites, at 15 per cent, are 
a minority among children of 
Bangladeshi origin. An anti-radst 
approach here means, among 
other things, making sure white 
students are not on their own in 
the classroom. 

Prejudice 

A book like “Unde Tom’s 
Cabin” is used to look at pre- 
judice; history lessons look at foe 
plight of slaves as well as at the 
expansion of the British Empire; 
all religious festivals are ack- 
nowledged; and math exercises 
are not just with John and Jane, 
but with Hanif and Aruna, too. 

Britain is having a hard time 
adjusting to its multicultural 
identity. What land of national 
culture wili eventually emerge is 
undear, although you can catch 
glimpses through the Notting HQ] 
West Indian carnival, the biggest 
street festival in Europe; foe 
novels of V.S. Naipaul; and Films 
like My Beautiful Lanndrette. 

Britain’s ethnic minorities may 
not be English, but they are 
British, and they are here to stay 
— The Christian Science 
Monitor. 
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Ghali urges attention to Third World 


CAIRO (A?) — A senior Egyptian official Monday 
appealed to the Western World to help reduce 
A&ka’s heavy debt burden and said unless more 
attentta ^as paid to this problem, the existence of 
some cosmines would be threatened. 


Butros Ghali, mini ster of state 
for foreign affairs, also said Afri- 
can states should cooperate 
among themselves before expect- 
ing help from the Western World. 

The minister made the appeal 
while outlining to foreign repor- 
ters his country's new duties re- 
sulting from the election of Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak as chairman 
of the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) two weeks ago. 

“As president of the OAU. 


Mubarak has been mandated to 
seek a new strategy toward a 
North-South dialogue," he said 
referring to talks and cooperation 
between the industrialised coun- 
tries and the impoverished Afri- 
can and South American states. 

“What is important is to create 
a political will among the rich of 
the North to pay attention to the 
problems of the South. 

“When yon are wealthy and 
rich you have no tune to take care 


of the underdogs.” 

Africa's foreign debts amount 
to S 230 billion, and the continent 
has some of die poorest nations in 
the world, many of them beset by 
civil wars or natural disasters such 
as droughts and floods. 

He said that while Egypt wel- 
comed the rapprochement be- 
tween die United States and die 
Soviet Union and Western and 
Eastern Europe, it was concerned 
those countries might ignore the 
problems of the developing 
states. 

“Today the United States and 
Europe are more interested by 
East-West rapprochement and 
we are concerned that die con- 


sequence would be marginalisa- 
tion of the Third World. 

"The real problem is not so 
much of co-existence between 
Sooth and North, but of existence 
of some countries in the (Third) 
World.” 

Ghali also criticised African 
nations for falling to achieve uni- 
ty and cooperation, but warned 
that Europe might soon have at 
its doorstep “in North Africa, 
destabilisation, insecurity due to 
poverty." 

In his inaugural speech at the 
OAU summit on July 24, Mubar- 
ak pledged to work toward easing 
the debt problem and the dis- 
putes between some states. He 


rUffiSpsus report 

TOKYO (A?) — Expansion of 
the domestic economy is driving 
one of Japan’s longest periods of 
continued economic growth, the 
government reported Tuesday. 

The Economic Planning Agen- 
cy, summarising trends in the 
fiscal year ending in March 1989, 
said Japan has achieved 32 
months of consecutive economic 
growth through July. This makes 
the current growth period the 
country’s third longest, after a 
42-month period starting in 1958 
and 3 57-moate boom beginning 
in 1965. 

The report said that the boom 
was driven by the economic 
growth, stimulated by high per- 
sonal consumption, strong pri- 
vate investment and stable prices. 

It also predicted that such 
growth will continue. 

Japan’s real gross national pro- 
duct (GN?>. a measure of the 
total goods and services produced 
by 3 nation, rose by 5.1 per cent 
in 1988, following 5.2 per cent 
growth in 19S7, the EPA said. 

Spurred by the high level of the 
yen’, v/hiefc makes exports expen- 
sive and imports cheap, domestic 
demand contributed 6.8 percen- 
tage points to the GNP growth 


©ports 32 months of economic growth 


rate, while relatively weak exter- 
nal demand abstracted 1.7 per- 
centage points. 

Infla tion was well under con- 
trol, with the consumer price 
ind<ex rising 0.8 per cent for 
the year and the wholesale price 
index declining 0.7 per cent, the 
report said. 

Japan's current account sur- 
plus, a major source of friction 
with other countries, declined 
from 3.3 per cent of nominal 
GNP in 1987 to 2.7 per cent in 
1988, the report said. 

Exports increased 6.0 per cent 
in fiscal 1980 while imports in- 
creased 13.7 per cent. 

Japan has achieved some but 
not all of the goals of the Maeka- 
wa Report, said Tsutomu Tana- 
ka, director general of the re- 
search bureau of the EPA. 

The Maekawa Report, pre- 
sented to former Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone in 1986, 
advocated far-reaching structural 
readjustment of the economy. 

It focussed on shifting to 
domestic demand-led growth in 
order to create a more balanced 
economy and reduce Japan’s 
huge current account surplus. 

Tanaka noted that market 


forces, particularly the rise of the 
yen, have driven rite economy 
toward many of the goals out- 
lined in the report, while institu- 
tional reform such as rationalisa- 
tion of the distribution system 
and business practices have 
moved more slowly. 

The current boom has been- 
marked by healthy expansion of 
increasingly sophisticated plant 
and equipment investment, the 
report said. Private plant invest- 
ment increased 17.9 per cent over 
the previous year, die highest 
rate of growth in twenty years, 
while corporate profits grew 
strongly. 

Investment figures reveal that 
although the high cost of the yen 
makes export from Japan difficult 
and has encouraged overseas in- 
vestment by manufacturers, 
businesses are still investing in 
manufacturing capacity at home. 

“We find that the firms which 
invest abroad also invest in 
Japan.” Tanaka said. 

Another feature of die current 
boom has been a change in peo- 
ple's attitudes, he said. They 
spend more, save less, and seem 
more interested in leisure activi- 
ties. 




irms at stake in U.S. Congress showdown 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Law- 
makers are predicting a conten- 
tious session when they try to 
craft defence legislation from a 
U.S. House of Representatives 
bill and a Senate blueprint that 
largely endorses President 
Georg? Bush’s priorities. 

“I thin}; it will be a more 
dimeuit conference than we’ve 
had in some time," Sen. Sam 
Nunn, a Georgia Democrat, 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said shortly 
after the chamber approved a 
military package that left Bush's 
proposals on “Star Wars," 
mobile missiles and the B-2 bom- 
ber relatively intact. 

“Star Wars" is the space-based 
missile defence system formally 
■mown as the Strategic Defence 
initiative (SDf). 

Tae Senate action came less 
than one week after the bouse 
gutted or severely curtailed many 
of the president’s strategic prog- 


rammes, including a last-minute 
step killing the single-warhead 
Midge tm an missil e. 

The most tenuous issue is the 
compromise worked out earlier 
this year between the White 
House and congressional leaders 
on proceeding with two nuclear 
Vnissiles — the multiple-warhead 

MX and Midgetman. 

The House cut $502 million 
from the $1.1 billion administra- 
tion request for the MX rail- 
garrison system and eliminated 
afi $100 million from the Midget- 
man as angry Republicans joined 
forces with Liberal Democrats to 
kill the small ICBM programme. 

The Senate endorsed Bush's 
request for both programmes 
with Nunn stressing that the Un- 
ited States needs the two missiles 
for its bargaining power in 
strategic arms reduction talks 
with the Soviet Union. 

But Rep. William Dickinson of 
Alabama, the ranking Republi- 


can on the House Armed Services 
Committee who was part of the 
compromise worked out with the 
White House, indicated that be 
won't accept that plan. 

Failure to revive the Midget- 
man may be acceptable to De- 
fence Secretary Did; Cheney, 
who originally opposed the two- 
missile plan but later accepted 
Bush's decision. 

In other, action, the House 
slashed $1.8 billion from Bush’s 
request of $4.9 billion for the 
“Star Wars” anti-missile shield, 
and authorised using the money 
for conventional programmes, 
military drug interdiction and 
cleanup of nuclear waste sites. 

The Senate trimmed $400 mil- 
lion from die adminis tration’s 
proposal for “Star Wars.” 

After the House and Senate 
conference, the amount of money 
for “Star Wars” in the fiscal year 
beginning Oct. 1 will be “around 
$3.5 billion,” according to Dick- 


inson. 

That “Star Wars” amount will 
be less than the $4 billion spent 
on the programme in fiscal 1989 
and fiscal 1988 and probably clos- 
er to the $3.7 bQbon level in 
fiscal 1987. 

Another House target was the 
B-2 Stealth bomber, the radar- 
evading plane that at $530 millio n 
a copy has given many lawmakers 
sticker shock. The House Imbed 
production of the Bat-winged air- 
craft to two in fiscal 1990 and 
money for components of two 
planes in fiscal 1991 as well as 
requiring the Defence Depart- 
ment to come up with a program- 
me cheaper than $70 billion for 
the planned 132 planes. 

The Senate made a modest cut 
of $300 million in the $4.7 billion 
Bush proposed for the B-2 but 
agreed to the Defence Depart- 
ment's plans for three planes in 
fiscal 1990 and money for parts of 
five in fiscal 1991. 


3\f praises Mexico’s economic programme 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — U.S. 
Treasury Secretory Nicholas 
Brady has said that Mexico's aew 
economic programme and a re- 
cently negotiated debt plan may 
have been so successful that a 
S2-billion U.S. “bridge loan” 
may be “less necessary.” 

“I take my hat off to the 
Salinas administration.'* Brady 
said of President Carlos Salinas 
de Gortari's economic policies. 

Brady, at a news conference in 
Mexico" City, also said the Mex- 
ican government has shown grea- 
ter interest in fighting drug traf- 
ficking under Salinas. 

Brady joined U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker and other 
U.S. cabinet members in talks 


China Polar I Rtnnsun 

car^tiAiV 



Monday with Mexican officials. 
Like Baker, he expressed optim- 
ism that U.S.-Mexican relations 
were on solid footing after a long 
period of cross-border friction. 

The meeting was held under 
the auspices of the U.S.-Mexico 
Binational Commission, which 
was established eight years ago as 
a forum for regular contacts be- 
tween the two countries. 

At the news conference, Brady 
said he thought the plan for hand- 
ling Mexico's debt would succeed 
in its major goal of giving Mexico 
S3 billion a year for capital invest- 
ment. 

Last month. Mexico and nego- 
tiators for a consortium of com- 
mercial banks jointly called on 
banks to accept one of three 
opticus — reducing the principal on 
loans to Mexico, reducing the 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342- 


interest, or making new loans. 
Mexico has a $54-biUion foreign 
debt. 

Brady said a reduction in 
domestic interest rates brought 
about by the debt plan will by 
itself save the Mexican govern- 
ment another $10 billion a year 
and noted that the plan had 
already brought a heavy influx, 
of capital from abroad. 

He said the United States was 
prepared to provide a $2-bflhoo 
short-term bridge loan to help 
Mexico whDe the debt plan was 
finalised, but said “the capital 


flow may make it less necessary.” 

He said discussions have been 
held on debt reduction with the 
Philippines, Costa Rica, Vene- 
zuela and Morocco, but that two 
of the largest debtors, Argentina 
and Brazil, have not initiated the 
kind of economic programme 
that would qualify them for an 
agreement. 

The drug and economic issues 
were among many that Baker and 
the 40 other members of the U.S. 
delegation were taking up during 
their daylong discussions with 
Mexican officials. 


Modem 3 bedrooms, large kitchen & dining room, 2 bath 
rooms, spacious living room, storage space and separate 
heating system. The apartment has other extras and a 
telephone. Comfortable location in Abdoun near Jordan 
Supermarket and other shopping attractions. 

Call: 604922 


FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 


Furnished super deluxe ground Root consists of two bedrooms, 
large L-shape salons/sitting and dining rooms including BAR. 
spacious kitchen, verandas/maid room, two bathrooms with 
TV/videa/stereo with all electrical appliances including electrical 
shutters. Bar-B-Q and garage, separate telephone/water/heat- 
ing and electricity. Next to Elia Nuqul residence - Abdoun. 

For more information please contact 814850 - 644581 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
FLAT FOR RENT 

Very nicely furnished, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining, 
sitting room L-shaped, two bathrooms, large kitdien, and two 
glassed-in verandas, with separate central heating, telephone, 
flat area 185-square metres. The building consists of five flats. 
Location: Sixth Circle, Jabal Amman, near San Rock Hotel. 


mentioned no specific conflicts. 

G hah said OAU member states 
and governments bad mandated- 
Mubarak to help solve regional 
disputes including those between 
Mauritania and Sene g a l , Chad 
and Libya, and Morocco and the 
Pofisario Front over the Western 
Sahara. 

He said Mubarak, who took 
over the OAU chairmanship 
from President Mousa Traore of 
Mali, is also assigned to “help 
ensure free elections” in Namibia 
next November. 

Ghali is considered one of 
Egypt’s best specialists on Afri- 
can affairs 



Butros Gbail 


“More Japanese travel over- 
seas and want more sophisticated 
goods,'’ he said. 

But paradoxically, the average 
number of wotting hours per 
year has actually increased ririw 
1987 because the labour shortage 
caused by the booming economy 
has created a greater demand for 
overtime work. 

The agency reported that the 
average number of scheduled 
work boms declined by 0.3 per 
cent in 1988, but the rime spent 
working overtime increased by 
8.1 per cent. 

Soaring values of stocks and land 
are widening an assets gap among 
the predominantly middle-class 
Japanese. The report noted that 
the value of the real estate and 
stock assets had increased 15.5 
times more than GNP. 

“Japan has been known- for a 
fair distribution of income, but 
we're starting to see differen- 
tials,” he said. 

The paper rec omm ended that 
Japan aake further efforts to 
open its markets to promote its 
domestic-led expansion. It also 
advocated cautious fiscal and 
monetary policies to prevent in- 
flation. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 

July customs fees amount to JD 19,665 

AMMAN (Petra) — Revenues to the treasury from customs fees 
in the past month amounted to JD 19,665, registering an inc r ease 
of JD 1.307 nrilHon over tire figures of the same month of last 
year, according to a statistical bulletin released Tuesday. The 
bulletin by the Customs Department said that total revenues from 
customs in the past seven months was JD 92,813,671, less from, 
the first seven months of 1988 by JD 4,256,586. 

Minister predicts oil price range 

KUWAIT (AP) — Oil prices are expected to range between $15 
and $18 until the end of the year, Kuwait's oil minister. Sheikh Ali 
Khalifa A1 Sabah said in a newspaper interview published 
Tuesday. Sheikh Ali also told the newspaper AI Rai A1 Aam that 
Kuwait is planning a “vast petrochemical complex” aimed at 
increasing exports of oil products but gave no derails of the 
project. “Ofl prices are expected to range between $15 and $18 
for the remaining part of tire year,” he said, adding that if they 
fluctuate more broadly “an emergency OPEC conference should 
be held to consider the situation.’ 5 Bat he said the organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) “should leave prices to 
move within a margin to reflect the performance of the market 
forces,” be said. Sheikh Ali arrived in Abu Dhabi Monday for 
talks with his United Arab Emirates counterpart, Mana Saeed 
Oteiba, on market developments and coordination among the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council's oil producers. Hie talks 
are to prepare for a September meeting of the 1 3-member carter s 
market monitoring committee. Sheikh Ali visited Saudi Arabia 
last week for similar r*rks with Oil Minister Hisham Nazer last 
week. He also conferred in Doha on the price issue with the 
Qatari oil minister. Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ibn Khalifa Al ThanL 

'China’s oilfields hit by theft 5 

HONG KONG (R) — China’s oil production is being seriously bit 
by theft of vital equipment that has caused fires, blowouts and 
large-scale electricity cuts in major fields, the China News Service 
(CNS) said Tuesday. The country’s six major oilfields suffered 
material losses worth over $160 million in 1988, the semi-official 
news agency said. CNS, monitored here, said there were a total of 
2,100 cases of stealing, ransacking and sabotage reported in 
Daiqing, ShengH, Zhongynan, Huabei, Daigang and Henan 
oilfields last year. Another 850 cases were reported in the first 
quarter .of this year and the number was increasing, the report 
said. It said thieves were organising themselves into groups to 
coordinate the theft, transportation and melting down of metal 
equipment such as piping. Such theft is increasing as robbery 
becomes a major problem in China. Reports about communica- 
tion lines being stolen for the copper content, coal tracks being 
robbed on highways and even trains being ransacked have 
appeared in the Chinese press in recent years. 

Japan aid to poor countries rises sharply 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese aid to poor nations rose sharply in die 
second quarter tins year. Foreign Ministry officials said Tuesday. 
Japan provided grants totalling 68.03 billion yen ($489 mfllian) to 
40 developing countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America in the 
April-June quarter, up from 44.74 bfllioxj ($321 million) to 43 
nations a year earlier. The grants are to boost education, 
agriculture and medical facilities, the officials said. The biggest 
donation, over two billion yen ($14.4 mflfion), was for polio 
vaccine production in Indonesia. Japan, which was fonneady 
criticised by other rich countries for not transferring enough of its 
wealth to poor nations, has recently substantially increased its aid 
to the Third World. 

S. Korea orders firing of 2,100 teachers 

SEOUL (R) — Sooth Korea’s Education Ministry has threatened 
to dismiss 2,173 teachers for refusing to quit a national union 
banned by foe government, a ministry spokesman said Monday. 
He said 560 union organisers had already been dismissed and 
another 2,173 would lose their jobs unless they renounced union 
membership within a week. The defiant teachers, who briefly 
went on hanger strike last month protesting at laws blocking them 
from setting up unions , say they want better working conditions 
and in dependence from government control. The ministry, 
accusing the teachers of trying to imbue students with “leftist 
revolutionary ideologies”, rejected calls for a compromise- More 
than 9,800 other teachers originally joined die union but later quit 
after the mmfctiy threatened to sack them. 

Iran covers cost of repairing refinery 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has recovered more than half the cost of 
repairing tire war-damaged Abadan Refinery with exp o r ts in only 
four months, the Iranian News Agency IRNA has said. IRNA, 
monitored in Nicosia, quoted a refinery official as saying Abadan 
had exported fuel oil worth $80 million since it reopened on April 
1. The refinery resumed operations with an Initial output of 
130,000 barrels of by-products per day. The cost of repair has 
been estimated at $120 million, IRNA said. It said output at the 
plant was 600,000 barrels per day before the start of the Iran-Iraq 
war in September 1980. The daily Abrar newspaper quoted a 
refinery official as saying: “With the start of the second phase in 
the near future, refining capacity wfl] be increased to 380,000 
barrels per day.” He raid 6,000 people were working at the 
refinery, one third erf the number before the gulf war, but more 
would be hired mice production increased. 

Mozambique cannot repay debt 

MAPUTO (R) — Mozambique, straggling to rebuild a war- 
shattered economy, says it cannot pay back Its foreign debt of $4 
billion and wants more Western creditors to write off chunks of it 
or agree to easier payment terms. “We have been frying to 
convince creditor nations that Mozambique cannot pay the debt,” 
Bank of Mozambique Governor Eneas Comidbe told Reuters in 
an interview. Mozambique’s foreigndebt totalled $4.2 tnDion at 
the end of 1988. The Pans Chib of Western creditor government’s 
agreed in June 1987 to reschedule part of die debt. Mozambique 
has snee made bilateral agreements with seven Paris dub nations 
to write off debt or grant concessionary interest rates, Comidte 
said. Mozambique says it cannot pay commercial rates and is 
asking creditors to accept interest m around two per cent. ' 
Comiche said more help was needed to lighten the debt to allow 
the government to concentrate on devefopmg-tbe economy. 


Arab Bank Corporation 
to raise oapitaf to $1b 


NICOSIA (R) — The Arab 
Banking Corporation (ABC), 
Bahrain's largest offshore bank, 
raid it was mtendinkio raise its 
capital by $250 unfikra to $1 


The Bahrain-basied Guff New* 
Agency qnMed ABC President 
Abdufia Saudi as saymg foe teak's 
board of d i rect ors approved the 
step at their last meeting in 
London. 

Saudi said Uni bank would issue 
new shares for shareholders after 
member states ratified the prop- 
osed move. 

*Tbe increase m the capital win 
be used to finance die s etting up 
of a new branch m aJBuropean 
capital," Saudi said. -V.. 1 . 

The K onlr jg 


owned third each by Kuwait, 
.Libya and. the Abu Dhabi Invest- 
ment Authority. 

; The gram said fast week its 
for tee first half of 
lS^roseto$72m3fion from $68 
TOflho&s in the same period of last 
year.- Its assets j tailed to $19 

, bffikMiin Ixmeagaittst $17 bfliion 
ti*& year before. " 

SatxS raid compktiaa of the, 
move might take nine i months and 1 ?’ 
that the new share* will be listed 
qp the; .Laxeirteonig Stock Hx- 
change and dee « the Gulf 
bourses. r . 

Kuwait, Oman and Bahrain 
have: stock exchanges. Qatar and 
foe "United 5 Arab • Emirates 
(UAEy are piadnmg to open ex- 


OPEC still supplying too 
much oil — Indonesian aide 


JAKARTA (R) —The Organisa- 
tion for Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) is still pump- 
ing mo 'much ofl onto the world' 
marker and forcing prices, down, 
the energy minister for the car- 
tel’s only Asian member said 
Monday. 

“We don't know OPEC's oil 
supplies for August yet but for 
sure they are above quota. It still 
has to be checked by bow much, " 
Indonesian Mines and Energy 
Minis ter Ginanjar Kartasasnuta 
told reporters. , 

OPEC agreed in June on a 
supply ceiling of 19.5 nuflioa bar- 
rels per day until the end of the 
year and a price target of $18 for 
each barreL . 

Ginanjar laid .the blame for 
faffin g prices, which have drop-' 
ped nearly S2 in the past month, 
squarely ax OPECs door.. 

'The drop in theral price was 
certainly caused by the lack of 
nnity within OPEC," he said. ■ 

Although he did not name-any 
country, industry analysts say 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates are largely responsible 
for the excess supplies. 

“If all OPEC members pro- 
duce within their quota it is cer- 
tain that oil prices will be high- 
er... If members stuck to the 
quota tee $18 level would be 
guaranteed,” Ginanjar said. 

However, he disputed figures 
issued last week by the Paris- 


based International Energy 
Agency that estimated OPEC 
production last month at 213 
mflfioa- BPD, unchanged from 
June'. : 

“As you know OPEC views 
output and supply differently. I 
don't think supply was as much as 
that,” .he said without giving fi- 
gures dt his own . 

Ginanjar said OPEC market- 
ing representatives would meet 
this- month to discuss output. 

■OPEC’s ministerial monitoring 
committee- is due to meet in 
Geneva in September. 

Meanwhile in Baghdad Iraq's 
ofl minister was quoted Monday 
•as saymg Bag hd ad could export 
six nnUron BPD from next year 
ftut would stick to its OPEC 
quota. 

- In an interview published in AI 
Itrihad weekly, Issam Abdul 
Rahim Al Chalabi said Iraq plan- 
ned to build a second pipeline' 
finking its northern and southern 


Chahftf said Iraq had repaired 
war-damaged oil terminals on the 
gulf a Jew months after its eight- 
year war with Iran was halted by 
a U.N .-brokered ceasefire de- 
clared on Aug. 20. 

‘/“(Iraq could) export six million 
BPD as from next year... but we 
are folly committed to the OPEC 
quota,” he said. Iraq currently 
has a quota of 2.783 nniHon BPD 
set by OPEC 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Itasday, Aagutf 8, 1989 . 

, Central: Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Staling 
Demsdranark 
Sww franc 
French franc 


B «y Sett Japanese na (tor 100) 416.9 421.1 

w 1 ■ Dutch pxQder 2702 2719 

9313 M&T S*edofc awn 89-5 90.4 

Wft TOR Italian Hra (for 100) 42.4 42.8 

gjj £*5 Bcfe™ fnae tf* W) ’MS* ‘ M6.7 

90.1 M.O 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following axe the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Strafing 
One U.S. dollar 


One. ounce of gokl 


1.6230/40 

1.1720/30 ’ 

1.8968/75 

2.1377/87 

1.6300/10 

39.70/73 

6.4150/200 

1364/1365 

139.00/10 

6.4620/70 

6.9510/60 

7.3720/70 

366.40/366.90 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian fire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



Reuters 

SYDNEY — Wall Street gains spurred demand for blue chip 
shares. The All Ordinaries Index-gained 19 points to 1,699. 

TOKYO >— r Summer doldrums kept turno ve r low but the. Nikkei 
Index gained 129.1. points to 34,759.48. 

HONG KONG — The Hang Seng Index gained 44.17 on the back 
of WaB Street to top a psychological carrier at 2,600 and dose at 
2,607.94. . 

SINGAPORE — Singapore shares were boosted by Wail Street's 
nte^^The- Straits Times Industrials gained 1<L02 points to 

BOMBAY — ; Prices fell on nervous selling after trading on the 
Catati fr Stock Exchange was suspended lollop a payments 

FKAMKHRX;— Wees jumped to new 1989 Itigbs, defying 
prophecies of imminent profit-taking. The 30-shaie Dax Index 
rose 11.56-tD 1,603.59.. . 


^PrcCH Th e market was firm, buoyed by Wall Street’ 

'„*s 

LONDON — . Light profit-taking set after tee market's reeer 
strong gains. - Trade was- fairly quiet. At 1542 GMT gtci 
I ndex was up. <L2_at 2J347.7. ™T, the 

vnx VADF "'hl;' • j..'"'"' ' - 


NEW YORK — -Bftre 
interest in awfae - and 
■2.7m ■ 


woved higher, helped 
tofogy issue. The Dow 
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LONDON (R) — Top ^ 
sower dobs arc to be oven umr 
nsilboo pounds sterling ($6.5 mfl- 
“ on ) towards the mstalin^^ ^ 
m °tg seats in terraces at their 
grounds following the HiHsbar- 
ougn tragedy when 95 fans were 
crashed to death, 

A trust funded by football' 
pools companies said Monday the 
money would be given to all first 

“vision dubs and others with an 
average attendance of more than 

Tons Wharton, chairman of the 
Football Grounds- Improve m e n t 
Trust, said that following the 
Hfflsborougfa dj yff gt e r chibs ^ 
feecn under pressure to convert 
s t an di ng room on terraces info 

«nrtmo 

we would not neces- 



foifly advocate all-seater stadia, 

■ we fok that dubs should ie given 
every assistance to improve eje- 
cting fadEtiesi” Wharton said. 
It w as estimated that the cost of 
cdQversibhs at the first division 
dubs and 14 others that qoafified 
would be around rig ht mflSon 
pounds ($13 mflEan). 

“The trust has foerefore ^ pro- 
vided half the 'figure needed ng d 
dubs wDl be able to apply for 
grants of up to 50 per cent of the. 
expenditure involved,” Wharton 


_ “We anticipate that tins initia- 
tive will be only the first in 
fhe trust's efforts: to assist league 
dubs with the introduction of 
more seating and we hope to be- 
abfo to help other dubs in the 
near future.” 


OLYMPIAKOS, AEK BEAT TURKISH 
TEAMS: Olympiakos Piraeus beat Fenerbahce of 
Istanbul 3-2 (1*0) and AEK of Athens scraped a 
1-0 (1-0) win over Galatasaray, also of Istanbul, in 
two exhibition matches played in Athens Monday. 
Olympiakos' Hungarian star striker Lajos Detari 
opened the score in the 23rd minute and followed 
on after half-time with a goal in the 63rd minute. 
Fenerbabce’s Buyak Senol scored in the 70th 
mhmtc but Olynqiiakos was quick to reply, with 
Sakis MbustakhHs slamming home die game's most 
spectacular goal three minutes later (AP) 

SLOW START TO FASTNET RACE: A lack of 
wind left tile nearly 28Q yachts in the Fastnet race 
floundering Monday in the waters .off the south- 
western coast of England. It was one of the slowest 
starts in the fastnet race between England and 
Ireland, and many of the boats had to drop anchor 
overnight to avoid bring carried in the wrong 
(Erection by tides. They had covered only 150 miles 
(241 kilometres) in 24 hours. The Fastnet race is 
the most prestig iou s portion of the Admiral's Cup 
regatta, mid foe 40 ships remaining in the Re 
are participating in the Fastnet event. (AP) 


MCNEIL DOWNED BY COLLEGE GIRL: 

Eleventh-seeded Lori McNeil lost to wild-card 
entry Tamil Whitfinger in straight sets Monday 
night, at Manhattan Beach becoming the first 
seeded player to M in first round of the $300,000 
Virginia Sums of Los Angeles. Whitiinger downed 
McNeil 7-6 (9-7), 6-1, capitalizing on McNeil’s 
errors in the tiebreaker. In the second set, McNeil 
won only one game on her serve, and Whitiinger 
won the last five games. “The key to foe match was 
the tiebreaker,” said Whitlinger, who turned pro 
this summer after attending Stanford, where she 
was the top-ranked collegiate woman for most of 
the season.” We were going back and forth in the 
first set and I was trying to get as many balls as 1 
could. (AP) 

BRAZILIANS SCORN CHILE VICTORY: 

The sporting press in Rio de Janeiro said Monday 
Brazil was the big winner in Chile’s 3-1 victory over 
Venezuela in a World Cup eliminatory soccer 
game Sunday in Caracas. The Chilean team was 
unimpressive and failed to match Brazil's perform- 
ance against a weak Venezuelan team, sportswri- 
ters said. 


Viola: don't change your forte 


NEW YORK (AP) — After foe 
New York Mets completed a 


three-game sweep — - , 

Frank Viola stood at his locker- 
looking as if he just pitched both 
ends of a daublebeader. 

Vkrfa wasn’t tired from throw- 
ing. he was just weary . from 


. attempts that didn’t quite work. 
. He also saw 10 pitdjera in the 
game and seven (Efferent names 
hated as the Mets' leadoff batter. 
For the Expos, the thud slot was 
rather ;crowded, featuring eight 


The newest Met watched his 
baseball team battfeAfontrealfoc 
14 innings. Sunday before Kevin 
McRcyndds gave New York a 
2-1 victory with a homenm. 

“Pve seen more bunting in the 
last five days than I saw in eight 
seasons with the Twins,” Viola 


Welcome to the National 
League, Frank. 

Viola saw four sacrifice bunts 
Sunday and several more 


. “I tove. it,” Viola said. “This 
wasthebrand of baseball I was 
brought up on.” 

Viola grew up on Long Island, 
only a few miles from Shea Sta- 
dium, and his father took him to 
abodt-10 Mets- a year. 

■A CY Young award winner fin* 
tiie Minnesota Twins last year 
with a 24-7 record, Viola is now 
hMTnmg a new league after being 
acquired Tby the Mists last week. 

"Fve seem some of the guys in 
spring training, and a few played 
in .foe Aiwtrinm Taagna," Viola 
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DISCOVER THE LIE OF THE CARDS 


North-South vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH • 

* A K3 

V 7 

OK 15 4 2 
4Q9S2 

WEST- EAST 

*95 * Q J 10 8- 6 2 

v K'8-s’4 9 «*:->. ; 

OJ 10 73 0 A Q 9 6 

4 A 73 * S . . 

SOUTH 

* 74 

PAQJ10 92 
0 Void 

* K J 10 4 4 


The bidding: 



East 

South 

West 

North 

1 * 

3 V 

3 # 

3 NT 

4 « 

5 * 

Fan 

5 * 

Psa 

Fan 

6 * 

Fan 

Fan 


Opening lead; Ace of * 

Some 30 years ago the noted Brit- 
ish author, Terence Reese, wrote 
about a novel method of finding out 
about the lie of the cards. By locat- 
ing a specific card in one hand, you 
can often place another key card. 
He named this phenomenon “dis- 
covery” plays-. To show what we 
mean, consider this hand from a 
recent team match. 

East-West were using weak two- 


bids. Unis, East's two-spade open- 
ing showed a hand worth less than 

- an opening bid .and containing a 
good six-card spade suit. The rest of 
the auction was natural, and South 
ended -up declaring a fair chib slam. 

. West was reasonably sure dummy 

was going to be shbrtin hearts, so he 
led ace and another tramp to cut 
down on the table's ruffing powers 
Since he coiild now ruff only two' 
hearts and a 3-3 heart-break, was 
against the odds, declarer feh he 
needed a successful bean finesse if 
he was going to make his contract. 
To help him to decide whether to . 
take a normal finesse against East or 
a ruffing finesse through West, de- 

- darer thought it would be good idea 
to locate, the ace of diamonds. He 
won the second trump in dummy 
and led the king of diamonds. East 
covered with the ace, declarer ruffed 

- and the hand was' now an open 
book. 

Since East probably held the 
queen and jack pf spades and had 
now shown up with the ace of dia- 
monds, he was unlikely to have the 
king of hearts as wdL So declarer 
drew the last trump, cashed the. ace 
of hearts and- ran the queen of 
hearts through West. Whether or 
not West .covered, the slam was 
home. ... 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 

\ HARRIS ! 



“Stanley was in-a good mood at 
breakfast. He almost smiled when 
he grunted at me." 


Unscramble the» tour Jumble* 
one tetter to each square, to farm 
tour twflnary wwda 


| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Thay'ra no*tr bam right yet 
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the weather bureau 

JVII6HT SOMETIMES 

BE DESCRIBED Ae - 
-THIS KltslO OF - 

; i AN ABfiNCY , 

Now arrange the circled tottera to 
form the swprtee answer, as sug- 
gested bythe above cartoon. 


m*. a QX 2 -nxmX 3 w 


YeeterdayV 


(Answers Monday) 

jumbles: KNACK LEECH] qUBICH 1 BEDBW3 
Answer Patent TrwtficlneS- were seldom j®tu« they 
were tfita— -“QUACKED" "UP TO BE - 


said, “but for awhile, Fll let my 
catchers let me know what’s 
going chi.” 

On Saturday night, Viola 
watched left-hander Mark Lang- 
ston continue his education in foe 
National League. 

Langston won three strikeout 
titles with Seattle, a team in the 
American League. But National 
League batters aren’t seeing his 
fastball or curve any better since 
he was traded to the Expos in 
May. 

In 14 starts for Montreal , Lang- 
ston is 9-3 with 113 strikeouts m 
109, -2-3 innings and a 1.97 
eamed-run average. 

“I don’t think yon can change 
what has made you successful, 1 ' 
Lang ston said. “You do have to 
get a book on new hitters and 
bow die umpire’s strike zone dif- 
fer. The pitcher might have a 
slight advantage at first, but it all 
evens out.” 

A change of leagues may have 
saved the career of Montreal's 
Dennis Martinez, who is 12-1 and 
has won 11 straight. 

.Baltimore thought Martinez 
was through and traded him to 
Montreal in 1986 for two minor 
leaguers. 


Swimmers told to sink 


DOVER, England (AP) — At the 
bright of the channel swimming 
season, coast guards say swim- 
mers are a danger in the seaway 
and ships should sail over them 
rather than change coarse If tins 
means risking coffision with other 
vessels. 

“If avoiding a swimmer 
h a za rds the ship, crew, passen- 
gers and cargo... there is only one 
tiring a captain do and that’s 
go over him the senior coast 
guard watch officer at Dover, 
Peter Legg, was quoted as saying 
in an interview fin the Times 
London. 

“We devote ourselves to saving 
fives so it is rilffimlt for ns to say 
tills. But while we might lose one 
fife we could save many more,” 
Legg was farther quoted Tuesday. 
“Franfoy, we don't want them 
(Channel swimmers)." 

Abort 30 swimmers were re- 
ported waiting for o pti m um tide 
and weather renditions before set- 
ting out from the smith coast port 
of Dover to try to swim across foe 
lfrigHnh Channel to France. 

The channel is constantly busy 
with big oB tankers and other 
ships wfaDe ferries safl frequently 
between Britain and continental 
Europe. 

In a straight line the Channel is 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES Be 
prepared for moods to change 
-without forewarning. Although 
fiwHnp ran deep, mental processes 
■re a8e to analyze ri t uapo u a and 
form structured raaponare with 
mfatfona. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19} An 
exchange of ideas la beneficial. You 
treasure your doe en eea to family 
and friends. A loving attitude wiD 
bring results. 

TAURUS (Apr. 29 to May 20} 
Stay dear of (mteovepual issues. 
Direct your eatimahnra into playful 
activities. Relax with someone with 
whom you are comfortable. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) If 
you are haring difficulty loving 
someone just as they are, take a 
Bscond look at the relationship. It 
may be tune to call it quits. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JaL 21) Restless? You may need a 
vacation or change of pace. Cash 
flow resumes or increases. Avoid 
clandestine or secret activities. 

LEO (JaL 22 to Aug. 21) If yon 
feel unfashionable, it may be time 
for a style makeover. Buy what you 
can afford and make yourself 
socially comfortable. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept 22) Yon 


have freedom today to be yourself 
wui develop good 
with others. Break from the status 
quo and be origumL 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Ori- 22) 
Someone may assume s position of 
authority and attempt to manip- 
ulate a situation. Money picture 
brightens. Start a diary today. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) In- 
tuition is at a high print! Today is 
perfect for developing creative 
Ideas. TactfuDy approach someone 
with immature attitudes. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Look your best and he prepared 
) for a surprise meeting, possibly 
■ romantic A wish can be fulfilled. 
Shop for a special gift. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Keep your composu r e if a com- 
panion gets offended. Go easy with 
tore ana its related spending. Get 
agreements ht writing. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
A mutual attracti on can be brought 
together. Fallow the rales at work 
arm stay busy. Evening hours have 
humorous overtones. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Family members may be expecting 
more than you can give. Let every- 
one know where you are coming 
from and why! 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia L. Ya 


ACROSS 
1 Impair 
5 — Ratos. Fla. 
8 ConvertipJaae 
18 SmaB ease 
14 Hake laugh 
18 Gray wolf 

17 Supreme 
Nana 

18 PHeher Ryan 
18 School near 

the Thomas 
20 Punctual 
22 Giggle: var. 

24 Many month 
26 Pond dentron 
28 Laughs 
28 Vinos 
31 — de dsux 
34 Rebel 
36 Catlike 
mammal 
38 Noted G)ant 
S7 PUtfodM otty 
38 Bugs 


40 Gaffcmket 

41 Floor walker 

42 Musical 

43 Stand of a 
fan 

44 Praying Agora 
to ill 

46 Bizarre 
48 Outfit 
48 RteUaa or 
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AB HUM* Rarntd 
5 Toss back and 


8 MsMBa opus 
7 Frahithe 


48 Premlaa 

SI- Wall 

SB Oral turndown 

67 Steak 

68 Dirty 
80 GupM 
91 Varna! 

82 Kaa a MU 
S3 Safe mrit 
84 Jazz baa two 
65 UmSog dog 

- DOWN 


B tear! — whip 
8 (Mossy 

10 Presto 

11 Wbodwlad 

12 - wolf 

IS Mato dtshos 
21 Ahsvtata 
23 NY rtver 
25 Deflsct 
» the 
Honfbis” 

27 Macaw 
a Satisfy 
29 Glacial 


Yettenfey*! Panto Suhratfc 


nnnnran nnnn nnn 
nnnrinn nnnn nnn 
nonnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnmnnmn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnn 
nnn nnnnnn rariran 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn nnn 
nnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 


2 Like - of 
bricks 
t Sign at 


4 Jumble 


30 Shrew 

32 Rom oh 

33 Modi 

.38 A ss o rtm en t 
18 ExpMte 
41 Sane the u 
-42 Snatched 


47 Hunt 

48 Swflmart 
48 Once more 

50 Shots bhd 

51 Grimace 

52 Bancroft or 
Baxter 


53 Qmqnfi 
piece 

54 Bearing 

SB “Bom Rea" 
houses 
68 Name tor 
Dloksna - 


21 miles (33 fcflametres) wide. But 
the action of tides, winds and 
currents generally Increases the 
distance swimmers must cover to 
abort 40 mOes (64 kilometres). 


Scott, chairman of the 
Dover-based Channel Swimming 
Association, said: “This is drama- 
tising the thing to a dreadful 
extent. We wouldn’t like to think 
we are a danger to anyone." 

“In 113 years of swimming the 
C h a nnel there have been two 
deaths. More than 3,900 people 
have attempted it,” Scott said. 


Mecir thinks of quitting 


I9i 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia 
(AP) — Olympic champion 
MHosIav Mecir has refused to 
play in the Czechoslovak 
Grand Prix f«mk tournament 
starting Monday doe to back 
problems and may be thinking 
of retiring from tennis, 
Czechoslovak dafliw reported 

Tuesday. 

"Milos told me he eventually 
decided not to play in Prague.” 
Jan Kodes, director of the 
tournament, was quoted as telling 
the Communist Party daily Rude 
Pravo. 

“He said the warm weather is 
good for his back.... but he is still 
tar from being OK.” Kodes 
added. 

"He (Mecir) is stuck deeply in 
his internal problems and right 
now almost thinking about 
whether it would not be better to 
give up tennis altogether,” 
Czechoslovak -.Davis Cup coach 
Frantisek Pala was quoted as 
saying by Svobodne Slovo daily 
Saturday. 

“His baseline game is very 
poor cow, and he is literally 
afraid to use his miraculous back- 
hand... maybe out of a subcon- 
scious fear of renewing his back 
injury,” Pala said in the inter- 
view. 

Mecir, 25, won the Seoul 
Olympic tennis tournament last 
year and reached foe Australian 
Open finals this year, quickly lost 
his top 10 ranking and dropped to 
no. 19 last week after a series of 


first-round losses and apparent 
health problems. . 

The Czechoslovak tennis star is 
also known to have erratic per- 
formances in Prague, which 
earned him a reputation of taking 
the home events too lightly. 

“If he came to play here with 
the form he is in, he would 


provoke the people even more," 
Pala said. 

"He wants to return to the 
tennis courts in a series of tourna- 
ments in the U.S.,” Kodes said 
without specifying whether Mecir 
is ready to play the U.S- Open in 
August this vear. 





Som e ti me s a genius, sometimes a hacker, “the Big Cat”, as he is 
known on the circuit because of his lithe agility, has always suffered 
from highly erratit form. 


NFL faces growing pains 


By Michael Goldfarb 

Even as American football makes 
ambitious plans to expand worl- 
dwide, the sport’s officials are 
asking themselves whether big 
really is beautiful. 

Over the past 30 years the 
National Football League has 
grown from 14 to 28 teams. It is a 
billion-doUar business. It has 
absorbed one rival league and 
driven two others out of exist- 
ence. The value of the teams has 
risen spectacularly. This vear the 

Most of this growth 
was accomplished under 
growth was accomplished under 
the aegis of Jhe recently retired 
NFL commissioner, Pete Rozel- 
le. He leaves the NFL perched at 
a delicate point. It is about to 
negotiate a new television con- 
tract — its life-blood. It is under 
Congressional pressure to add 
more teams in the U.S. And it is 
throwing its prestige into global 
expansion with the World League 
of American Football. 

The question is how much 
further the NFL can grow and 
whether the team owners — in 
effect the league — can agree 
how to do it. The man to answer 
is Art Model!, the owner of the 
Celeveland Browns, who play the 
Philadelphia Eagles in tomor- 
row’s American Bowl at Wemb- 
ley. He has brought a group of 
283 for the game — players, 
wives, secretaries, marketing 


staff and computer operators. 

“The sport's growth is uninhi- 
bited," he says. “We haven’t 
even scratched foe surface. There 
are 320 million people in the 
common Market alone. With the 
ease of TV we can reach them." 

He knows better than most the 
link between TV and football. A 
producer and ad man in New 
' York in the Fifties, he saw foot- 
ball’s on-air potential and paid a 
then unheard of $3.9 million for 
the Browns. 

Over the years TV has made 
the game secure. The NFL is in 
the last year of a three-year con- 
tract with all three U.S. networks 
that will have paid the league’s 
owners $2.1 billion by the time it 
ends in January. Negotiations for 
a new contract promise to be 
difficult if recent history is any- 
thing to go by. 

There is a deepening chasm 
between the old guard owners, 
who recall when gridiron was a 
sport first, and the new owners, 
who have been paying up to $100 
million for a team. 

“The people paying $90 or 
$100 million have different needs 
than, say, tire Mara family who 
bought foe New York Giants for 
$2,500 in 1925,” says Modell. 
“They are heavily leveraged. 
They’ve got to cover their interest 
load.” 

Is any sport franchise worth 
$120 minion? Not from a business 
point of view, he says. “Nobody 


can justify that by annual yield.” 
he says. “There's no way a team 
can earn $12 million annually 
after taxes — which is 10 per cent 
return on your investment. 

NFL has taken to heart medical 
evidence about foe physical and 
mental problems caused by men- 


tal problems caused by steroid 
use. Players are now banned from 
using steroids and will be tested 
this pre-season. Any player 
shown to be still using them will 
be suspended for one pre-season 
game and three regular games. 

(The Guardian) 
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TO CAR RALLY ENTHUSIASTS” 

on tiie anniversary of 

HIS MAJESTY 

KING HUSSEIN'S 

accession to the throne 

ft I The Amman International Car Exhibition, 
on the Queen Alia International Airport (U 
Highway, will hold a speed test Satur- J| 
||> day, Aug. 12, 1989. 

The speed test will be held at the ^ 
exhibition’s external yards in two rounds i 
p one to start at 10 a.m. and the other at 4 * 1 1 
p.m. |t 

Open invitation in 

For information call Tel. 714211 m 
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Peanuts 



5URE..HE5 MERE 
IN THE HOUSE 
SOMEWHERE... 


LOOK FOR 
HIM UNPER 
‘‘MEDIOCRITY ‘‘ 




‘he ». 


Muttn’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 
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SELFISH? ME? JUST BECAUSE 

yD£/W*J/ETD BE UPA T TUE -C 

CRACK OF X»WN VOU&P&TME 
TO BE IN BV MIDNIGHT-* 





SWF'S - THE ONE 
WHO'S SELFISH.' 
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Toshski Kaifu (centre), who was elected Tuesday as 
presideoi of Japan’s ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), holds a pre-election news conference 
with two have-been contenders for the party job. 


former Health and Welfare Mini st er Yoshiro 
Hay osfai former Transport Minister Sbanitaro 
bfaiharo. 


Former minister elected LDP president 



TOKYO ( AP) — Japan’s ruling Liberal democratic 
Party (LDP) elected Tosfeiki Kaifu as its leader 
Tuesday, ma^icg hi m the certain choice to succeed 
Sousuke Ueo as tlbe next prime ndaister. 


“I want to carry out reforms 
and pass reform legislation based 
on our deep self-reflection. We 
must carry out political reforms 
and shed our old skin," Kaifu 
declared after his selection by the 
scandal-rocked party. 

Kaifu was expected to be 
elected prime minister Wednes- 
day by the Lower House of Par-, 
iiament, which is dominated by 
Liberal Democrats. The 58-year- 
old former education minister is 
the LDP’s third leader in just 
over two months. 

“This is a crucial time for our 
party, so it will be a great respon- 
sibility," Kaifu told reporters at a 
news conference following Tues- 
day's party ballot. 

Kaifii faces the severe chal- 
lenge of restoring public trust in 
the LDP following widespread 
disaffection over the so-called 
Recruit influence peddling scan- 
dal and controversy surrounding 
Uno. 

Seventeen people were 
arrested in bribery and other 
charges in the Recruit scandal, 
which involved sales of large 
numbers of unlisted shares in the 


real estate subsidiary of the Re- 
cruit company publishing con- 
glomerate. 

Three cabinet ministers also 
resigned due to Recruit links, but 
were neither arrested nor 
charged. But former Prime 
Minister Noboni Takeshita res- 
igned to take responsibility for 
the scandal. 

Takeshita's successor. Lino, 
was plagued by reports that he 
kept paid mistresses, and 
announced his resignation July 24 
to take responsibility for the 
LDP’s loss in upper-house elec- 
tions. 

Tuesday was the first time in 17 
years that the Liberal Democrats 
decided to elect their president 
through a vote of LDP lawmakers 
and 47 delegates from regional 
party organisations. 

Kaifu, a two-time former 
education minister, received 279 
votes against 120 for Yoshiro 
Hay as hi, former health and wel- 
fare minister, and 48 for Shin taro 
Ishihara. novelist and former 
transportation minister. Four of 
the 451 votes were invalid. 


Backroom deals 

Despite the vote, Kaifu’s can- 
didacy emerged from backroom 
deals by party faction leaders who 
reportedly hoped to guarantee 
their own future turn at the prime 
ministership by selecting a re- 
latively powerless nominee. 

The deals, which went against 
calls for greater democracy and 
openness in the party, angered 
some party members, who then 
nominated Hayashi and Ishihara. 

“I ask for the understanding, 
and die strong, 'warm support of 
all the people of Japan in moving 
forward step by step toward a 
rejuvenated Liberal Democratic 
Party of tomorrow," Kaifu said. 

In other developments Tues- 
day, Emperor A kmto opened a 
new session of parliament and 
called for lawmakers to promote 
world peace and national 
prosperity. 

The parliament convened for 
the first tune in 34 years with an 
Upper House no longer domin- 
ated by Liberal Democrats after 
they lost their majority in the July 
23 elections. 

Kaifu, if he is successful in 
reversing the decline in the LDP's 
popularity, will have a chance to 
realign the power structure in the 
party which has governed Japan 
since it was founded in 1955. 


Murmmsm mark uprising 


BANGKOK (R) — Burmese 
Tuesday marked the first 
anniversary of a general strike 
that turned into a bloody national 
uprising with a small hungci 
strike, diplomats said. 

Seventy members of the 
National League for Democracy. 
Burma's largest opposition party, 
began a fast on the grounds of the 
league's headquarters in Ran- 
goon. 

Envoys said more troops than 
usual patrolled the capital. Sol- 
diers removed placards listing the 
hunger strikers' grievances and 
appeals for political freedom bur 
did not otherwise interfere and 
there was no violence, the envoys 
said. 

The rigidly controlled state- 
owned press Tuesday ran several 


articles alleging that communist 
subversives had infiltrated and 
duped the league and other 
opposition groups. 

A Japanese journalist accre- 
dited to enter Burma (Myanmar) 
said he was denied admission 
Monday. 

Correspondent Yasushi 
Tomiyama of the Jiji News Agen- 
cy sai'd immigration officials told 
him on arrival at Rangoon airport 
that journalists were baned from 
the country and sent him back to 
Bangkok the same day. 

“I was told there were orders 
from superiors that journalists 
cannot enter." Tomiyama, 38. 
said. The Bangkok-based repor- 
ter had a visa issued by tire 
Burmese embassy here granting 
him entry as a journalist between 


June and September. 

Tomiyama said he intended to 
report on the situation in Burma 
a year after the Aug. 8 general 
stnke, which erupted into a week 
of violence as troops opened fire 
in an attempt to crush dissent. 

That attack sparked a nation- 
wide uprising that overthrew the 
former government and led to a 
violent military takeover in 
September, during which, diplo- 
mats said, the army killed and 
injured thousands of people. 

Since July, authorities have 
stepped op suppression of anti- 
government activities, arresting 
hundreds of opposition organis- 
ers and putting popular Demo- 
cracy League leader Aung San 
Sun Kyi under house arrest. 
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World Cossrt in 7 trestles 


NATIONS (AP) — 
:d States and Soviet 
e agreed to accept the 
t’s authority in seven 
: punish hijackers and 
U.S. officials 
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he treaties cover air- 
ig, sabotage and ter- 
require hijackers and 
> be cried or extra- 
treaties call for sei- 
assets of drug lords 
Lai or extradition of 
kers. 

the agreement, 
i and Moscow will 
utes over interpreta- 
treaties to an arb'tra- 
of five of the World 
udges, said U.S. offi- 
ang on condition of 
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lc Mtire court would 
-The arbiters filing 


would be binding on both sides. 

The agreement was signed 
Thursday bv U.S. State Depart- 
ment legal adviser Abraham 
Sofaer and his counterpart in the 
Soviet Foreign ministry. Yuri M. 
Rybakov. 

Under its provisions, Washing- 
ton and Moscow eventually could 
submit other treaties to arbitra- 
tion, although disputes involving 
national security or the use of 
force are exempt. 

That would avoid cases like , 
Nicaragua’s 1986 dispute with 
Washington, in which the Sandi- 
nista government contended the 
United Stales was illegally raining 
its harbours and supporting the 
contra rebels. The U.S. govern- 
ment refused to honour a world 
court ruling rfcat sided with the 
Sandinistas. 

A U.S. legal adviser said there 
were no current cases involving 
hijacking, terrorism or drug traf- 
ficking to test the new U.S.- 
Soviet agreement, but noted such 


cases have arisen before. 

Aircraft hijackers from Eastern 
Europe have landed in Beiiin’s 
western sector in the past, and 
such cases could come under the 
new agreement, he said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

Several years ago, a hijacker 
who landed in West Berlin was 
tried by a U.S. judge and re- 
ceived a light sentence of time 
already served while awaiting 
trial. East European officials had 
sought extradition or a severe 
sentence. 

Under the new agreement, the 
World Court could rule on 
whether a hijacker should be 
extradited if a dispute arose over 
his sentence or legal status. 

The pact is the latest U.S.- 
Soviet move to enhance the au- 
thority of the court, formally 
known as the International Court 
of Justice at the Hague, which is 
the main judicial body of the 
United Nations. 


Move to disband U.S. -backed Nicaraguan rebels 


Latin leaders agree on contras 


TELA, Honduras (R) — Central 
American presidents, defying the 
United States in an agreement 
made public Monday, called for 
Nicaragua’s U.S. -backed contra 
rebels to be disbanded within 
four months and to return to 
Nicaragua. 

The agreement hammered out 
in the Honduran seaside resort of 
Tela co old end an eight-year-old 
war that the U.S. -backed contras 
have waged against Nicaragua's 
leftist Sandinista government. 

U.S. Secretary of States James 
Baker reacted cautiously to re- 
ports of the Tela agreement. “It 
is important that (Nicaragua’s) 
words should be followed by ac- 
tion," he said in Mexico City 
where be was meeting Mexican 
officials. 

"We are very pleased with the 
steps the Nicaraguan government 
has taken on dialogue, 7 ’ he said. 



David Lange 


Palmer 


Lange 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Geoffrey Palmer, poised 
to take over as New Zealand’s 
prime minister Tuesday, said 
there will be no change in the 
anti-nuclear policy that has 
cooled relations with the United 
States. 

Palmer was elected leader of 
the governing Labour Party at a 
caucus following Lange's sudden 
announcement that he was res- 
igning for health reasons. Helen 
dark, 40, who was health minis- 
ter, was named to become deputy 
prime minister. 

Lange, who has served as 
prime minister for five years, 
planned to formally submit his 
resignation to Governor-General 
Sir Paul Reeves later Tuesday. 
As party leader. Palmer who ser- 
vided five years as deputy prime 
minister, automatically succeeds 
him. 

Palmer. 47, said he would con- 
tinue Lange’s economic and so- 
cial policies, which have been the 
subject of party fending over the 
past year. 

He praised Lange for bringing 
the Labour Party to power ana 
keeping it there. 

“You have led with a virion 
and humanity that will be hard 
for any of ns to match," he said. 

In Washington, the U.S. State 
Department said it hoped the 
new prime minister would reas- 
sess New Zealand’s anti-nuclear 
policy. 

The U.S. embassy in Welling- 
ton said in a statement that it 
welcomed the appointment of 
Palmer, who it said was well 
known and held in high regard. 

But Palmer quickly dashed any 
U.S. hopes for a turnaround on 
the nuclear issue. 

“Our nuclear policy won't be 
changed," Palmer said at bis first 
news conference following the 
party election. 

“We want to have dialogue 
with the Americans, we want to 
have discussions, but I wouldn’t 
want to suggest that there is going 
to be any prospect of immediate 
change in that respect at all,” he 
said. 

The nuclear issue has clouded 
relations between the two coun- 
tries since 1984, when New Zea- 
land declared itself nuclear-free. 
U.S. warships were refused port 
access because of Washington’s 
policy of refusing to confirm or 
deny whether they were nuclear- 

armed. 

The United States in 1986 re- 
taliated by suspending all military 
cooperation with Wellington, 
effectively dismantling Anzus, a 
militar y alliance also including. 
Aust ralia. 

Australia sided with the United 
States over the issue, but main- 
tained a close relationship with 
New Zealand. 

“I think New Zealand's rela- 
tions with Australia are the most 
it relations we have,” 
said. “The closer econo- 
mic relationship we have with 
Australia is a key part of the 
performance of the New Zealand 
economy." 


adding however the contra rebels 
must be given, guarantees if they 
disarm. 

On his return to Managua from 
Tela, Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega said the disband- 
ing meant “a death sentence" for 
the contra rebels. 

In Miami, some contra leaders 
rejected the plan to dasarm and 
disband the rebel army and 
vowed to keep then forces intact 
until after the elections. 

"The whole idea of our people 
being able to go back safely to 
their homes in Nicaragua is ridi- 
culous," Jose Medina Cuadra, 
president of the political assem- 
bly of the Nicaraguan fighters, 
told Reuters. 

At a news conference in Tela at 
the end of the three-day summit, 
Ortega told reporters, “I hope 
that me U.S. government headed 
by President Bush will give total 


support to foe agreement of the 
Central American presidents and 
that funds approved for huma- 
nitarian aid to the contras be used 
for this demobilisation plan." 

Under foe plan, a commission 
formed by the United Nations 
and -tire Organisation of Amer- 
ican States within 30 days of the 
announcement of die pact would 
oversee the disbanding and dis- 
arming. It would also make 
arrangements for rebels who re- 
fused to return borne to go to 
third countries. 

Nicaragua agreed to give land 
and economic aid to contras who 
wanted to farm in Nicaragua. 

The plan is voluntary and 
Nicaraguan officials, said its suc- 
cess depended on the cooperation 
of the United States, foe rebels* 
chief backer. 

The U.S. Congress appro ved 
$50 million in humanitarian aid to 


the contras fast April in £ tow 
which raid die funds could be 
: used for the disbanding of foe 
ephtr a s 

The presidents. , approved fo 
'pact despite lobbying from foe 
- U.S. administration to keep foe 
rebels intact at least until elec- 
tions are held in Nicaragua next 
February. - '-■■■■ 

- The rebels, some 12^000- of 
whom 'are: based in Honduras 
with their faxmfies, also oppose 
moves to disband them. 

The' Centra] American presi- 
(lents called for an mid to the civil 
war in El Salvador and. urged 
leftist. Salvadorean guerrillas to 
open a dialogue with the govern- 
ment. 

Nicaragua agreed that it would 
.withdraw a complaint against. 
Honduras before the World 
Court' 


India offers Sri Lanka 
withdrawal by February 


COLOMBO (R) — India is will- 
ing to pull out ail its troops from 
Sri Lanka by next Februaty and • 
stop fighting Tamil guerrillas if 
Colombo accepts its terms, Sri 
Lanka’s foreign minister said 
Tuesday. 

Ran j an Wijeratne told parlia- 
ment that in return for foe with- 
drawal India wanted a committee 
which included the chief minister 
of the Tamil-dominated north- 
east province to plan security 
measures. 

The minister was making a 
detailed statement after the two 
sides failed in week-long talks in 
New Delhi last week to agree on 
when the 44,500 Indian troops 
left in Sri Lanka should go. 

This week New Delhi began 
withdrawing 1,500 soldiers in two 
batches from northern and east- 
ern ports. 

Indian embassy officials said 
875 left Sunday from northern 
Kankesanthurai and another 700 
were leaving Tuesday from east- 
ern Trincomalee. Six hundred 
soldiers returned home July 29, • 
the second anniversary of an In- 


cfia-Sri Lanka agreement 

The troops were sent to Sri 
Tanka under a 1987 pact aimed at 
ending a Tamil separatist cam- 
paign. But the powerful Libera- 
tion Tigers of the Tamil Eelam 
guerrillas rejected the agreement 
and have resisted Indian attempts 
to disarm them. 

A government statement said 
Sri Lankan President Ranasmghe 
Premadasa put off until Friday a 
response to last week’s talks 
while the views of ministers and 
parliamentarians were being 
sought. 

Parliamentary officials said the 
house would debate Wijeratae’s 
statement Thursday and Friday. 

In New Delhi. Indian Prune 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi told a 
meeting there was no simple solu- 
tion to Sri Lanka’s ethnic strife 
and both sides had to take hard 
derisions. 

Political analysts said. Gandhi 
was reluctant to puH out foe- 
troops by the end .of foe year 
because of national elections. 

Wijeratne, who led foe Sri 
T-aYikan d ele ga ti o n, said tfae talks 


in New Delhi covered a timetable 
for the withdrawal, an end to 
offensive operations, review of 
the 1987 agreement and the 
security of Sinhalese aid minority 
Tamils and Muslims in the north 
and east. 

He said Sri Lanka wanted foe 
phased ' withdrawal over by 
September and any remaining, 
troops to be noo-operational. 

New Delhi liad -said it was 
willing to withdraw up to 3,600 
men per week until Febniaty 
1990, subject to its own condi- 
tion, he added. 

Wijeratne said Colombo had 
wanted India to agree to an- im- 
mediate and unqualified ceasefire 
with foe Tuaas. However Nfcw. 
pdbi said any ceasefire should be 
reciprocal and foe rebels should 
jom a peace committee. .. 

He said CofomboVresponse to 
foe committee p ro p os al was that 
foe safety of peoptein the. north 
and east was a matter for the Sri 
Lankap . government .and that 
sach a committed should include 
the Colombo-hppcOTfedgovfcnioi; 
of foe -province. *. 



U 2 guitarist •'.-•''f 
arrested;. 

DUBLIN/ lirrlgnd {AF? — Adam 

Qayton of foe Info rock gropp 
U2 has beeuchirged whfrpoases- 
sign o? tttitejffiBtfi} Tfas 
old fba» gmtari^ dressed; afrm 
fclaek, appeared briefly : hi 
fin’s court „ 

under Irish law '-«as not required ~ 
to enter a 

arrested near bw Dublin home' 
Sunday night arid ctergcdcwirit - 
posaesang marijuana Mid irifo 
having the drug mfo fo q toca f fo 
supply someone else, pcfitourBlit"" 
foe coart. Judge Desmond Wih-. 
dfe ordered Cl avion to postbag 
of approximately 10 : 

return -to court Sept- 1. rafcr- 
victedo? possession of 
Qayton races a maximum 
approximately $1,429. Pofee 
there is no fixed pcaaltyfori 
c onviction for possesses of ttoV 
drug, with intent to supply, _abd 
foe judge usually 'takes' trite - 
account foe riraunstances Milie' 

. arrest . ami the amount ofafofc 
involved! . _ ~ i -.T 1 " 

Police, fireman 
piglets 



Sri Lwtan = secu rity forces on foe vigB extremist attacks in Colombo. 


Anger mounts over boat 
people in Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (R) — Police 
Tuesday moved against angry 
Hong Kong residents protesting 
against the unabated flow of Viet- 
namese boat people to the British 
colony. 

A- small group of protesters had 
occupied the site of a proposed 
detention centre in foe new terri- 
tories district of Sai Kung for foe 
past nine days. Police moved in 
before dawn Tuesday and carried 
them to a waiting bus. 

The protestors have been 
blocking construction work at die 
site, citing lack of security and 
fears of pollution for the nearby 
reservoir. 

The sit-in was part of a con- 
certed effort by local civic groups 
who want Hong Kong to end its 
policy of first asylum, under 
which Vietnamese boat people 
are allowed to land tore. 

‘The public and foe press have 
been monitoring the smation, 
yet foe government fails to make 
any improvement," said protest 
leader Wong Shui-Shang. 

A member of foe Shatin Dis- 
trict Board, Johnston Wong, 
maintained Hong Kong’s refugee 
problem bad become unmanage- 
able. 

“The only solution would be to 
stop accepting anymore refugees 
and immediately send back those 
already in Hong Kong,” to said. 

There are now 52,785 Viet- 
namese jammed into Hoag 
Kong’s camps and detention cen- 


tres, many living in cramped mis- 
erable conditions. Over 1,000 
have arrived in die past three 
days. 

Hong Kong has operated a 
tough policy of screening out 
genuine refugees from what it 
considers to be economic mig- 
rants since June last year. 

Officials estimate only 10 per 
cent of die 39,262 who have 
arrived since then qualify as re- 
fugees under United -Nations 
criteria. 

Those who do not qualify are . 
held as illegal immigrants pend- 
ing repatriation. 

There is growing resentment 
among Hong Kong’s majority 
Chinese population over foe Con- 
tinuing influx, with demonstra- 
tions taking place outside tem- 
porary detention centres 
and petitions for an end to 

tres and petitions for an end' to 
first asylum being presented to 
foe government. 

' Government officials havp in 
foe past expressed fears that ten-, 
son in foe cokray caused by foe 
approach of 1997, when' China 
regains sovereignty over Hong 
Kong, could spill over into vio- 
lence aimed at foe Vietnamese. 

They concede that security at 
some of foe temporary detention 
centres, -such as the tent camp at 
Sefc.' Kong mflhazy airstrip, is 
poor. ’ t 

Local residents around Sek 


Kong have regularly complained 
to police and government officials 
about Vietnamese boat people 
breaking out of .the camp anri 
destroying vegetable plots. 

Fish farmers on foe Soko Is- 
lands, where 6,000 Vietnamese 
are Irving in squalid comfitzons, 

- chum their stocks have been deci- 
mated by boat people trying to 
augment the basic tinned food 
given to them by the government. 

■ Meanwhile there : were sigwi 
that the vohintaty repatriation 
programme sponsored % the Un- 
ited Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), was 
ptdrimgupspeed. 

Despite its slow start — only 
143 have gone, bade to Vie tnam 

an two special flights this year 

UNHCR chief of mission Robert 
van Leeowen said between 600 
and 700 were now waiting., to be 
processed. 

.7 Tt is picking up and itYnot 
-just from one .camp —Demands to 
-go home are pretty widespread,” 
.be mid Reuters. ; • v 

- ‘"Every 'effort is being made to 
speed up foe processing of .ap- 
plications. .We., are in constant 
touch, with die Vietnamese au- 
thorities and we have every 
reason to believe tireyusderata&d - 
foe dearatality of feeding up the 
process,”- he sod. . 

Another flight to due to leave 
for Hanoi- Aug. 17. 


SCHONDRA, West Germany 
(R) ^Police, firemen and - 
maiy. surgeons chased 100 terrf* 
fied piglets along .an autobahnia ’ 
northern Bavaria Tuesday atari 
truck loaded with the aa fa ri a 
overturned. It was four hours . 
before foe last ooe was rounded 
Op: Another 500 piglets_died in. 
tto&crident while the driver and 
h& imtte were injured. 

Gabor ma? not gat 
what she wants 

BEVERLY . HILTjSV : California 
(AP)— Zsa Zsa Gabor may not 
see any misconduct complaint to 
the personnel file nf the. polioe- . 
man who arrested her fnllowmga 
street cost roofs bon, « jnd£c 
rifled. Municipal Judge Charles 
G. Rubin issued the order during 
a pretrial toorpig focusing on the 
fife of officer Pan* Kramer, whom 
Gabor ter deurribed as tin ‘‘emp- 
tyfocaded, gorgeous man” and a 
“safosL” Kramer arrested Gabor. » 
June' 14-after to ordered tor to 
poO tor car over so he could 
invest i ga te a registrar ton viola- 
tion, and she drove off as to 
checked for other infractions. 
When be stopped tor two blocks 
later, foe allegedly 
trim across foe face, knocking off 
his glasses. Authorities dunged 
Gabor with misdemvnmor battery 
on a policeman, disobeying a 
policeman's orders, driving with 
an ~ expired license, having an 
open container of alcohol in tor 
car and carrying an expired reg- 
istration. The defence for Gabor 
contends the officer has a history 
of harassment against celebrities 

Lou gangs 
settles suit 

LOS ANGELES ( AP) — Olym- 
pic gpkl medalist Greg Lougams 
, has settled a lawsuit against his 
former housemate and business 
manager who. was allegedly thre- 
atening the champion diver. “The 
lawsuit has been amicably re- 
solved,” Lougams attorney, Pat 
Benson, announced. No details 
were disclosed. Louganis, who 
won gold medals for springboard 
and platform diving in both, the 
1984 and. 1988 summer games, 
has turned to an acting career, frs 
March, Superior Court- Judge. 
Dzmtra Janavs ordercd R. James 
Babbitt to stay at least 150 me tres 
away from Louganis unless they 
m ut ually agreed to closer contact 
But foe judge refused to order 
Babbitt out of the Malibu, home 
they shared for four years. On 
March 13,. Louganis fired Bab= ■ 
ton,: his manager for six- yean, 
and foe Olympic champ alleged 
that Babbitt threatened to 
public “confidential and 
faettf* about hint- unless - r ._ 
n» xehired or compensated 
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